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Reflections for September 2026

Oblate Text: Constitution Seven

As Priests and Brothers, we have complementary responsibilities in evangelizing. We will spare no effort
to awaken or to reawaken the faith in the people to whom we are sent, and we will help them to
discover “who Christ is.” Our mission puts us on constant call to respond to the most urgent needs of
the Church through various forms of witness and ministry, but especially through proclaiming the Word
of God which finds its fulfilment in the celebration of the sacraments and in service to others. We have
as our goal to establish Christian communities and Churches deeply rooted in the local culture and fully
responsible for their own development and growth.

Scriptural text: Luke 9: 1-6

(Jesus) summoned the Twelve and gave them power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases,
and he sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal [the sick]. He said to them, “Take nothing
for the journey, neither walking stick, nor sack, nor food, nor money, and let no one take a second tunic.
Whatever house you enter, stay there and leave from there. And as for those who do not welcome you,
when you leave that town, shake the dust from your feet in testimony against them.” Then they set out
and went from village to village proclaiming the good news and curing diseases everywhere.

Reflection:

If you have ever wondered what it means to be a missionary, this constitution explains it. It alludes to
the saying of St. Eugene to “leave nothing undared” to help people discover “who Christ is.” This is the
criteria to measure mission. Have we helped people discover who Christ is through proclaiming the
Word of God, which is fulfilled in service and celebration of the sacraments?



If we want to know how well we are doing, look to this constitution. As Fr. Chicho has written, we are
talking about arousing or awakening, not convincing or imposing. God is present. Can we awaken that
person’s awareness of God’s presence in them?

Take nothing, be prepared to go at a moment’s notice, proclaim the Word of God, Jesus Christ, through
service and sacrament. And be daring.

Reflection Questions:
1. Who is Christ that we proclaim him to others?

2. Recall your own Awakening in Christ. How can we proclaim the Word of God so others come to
that awakening of God’s presence in their lives?

Mission:

Writing on this constitution, Fr. Chicho states, “The missionary mystic is capable of seeing God in
everything and allows himself to be transformed by his (God’s) presence. Thus, he becomes his (God’s)
sacrament, collaborating with his oblation in the same Mission of Christ: that “God be all in all” (1 Cor
15:28). Can we see God in everything and allow ourselves to be transformed, becoming sacrament to
those around us?



