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Reflections for October 2026

Oblate Text: Constitution Eight

We will always be close to the people with whom we work, taking into account their values and
aspirations. To seek out new ways for the Word of God to reach their hearts often calls for daring; to
present Gospel demands in all clarity should never intimidate us. Awareness of our own shortcomings
humbles us, yet God’s power makes us confident as we strive to bring all people — especially the poor —
to full consciousness of their dignity as human beings and as sons and daughters of God.

Scriptural text: Matthew 13: 34-35

All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables. He spoke to them only in parables, to fulfill what
had been said through the prophet: “l will open my mouth in parables, | will announce what has lain
hidden from the foundation [of the world].”

Reflection:

This constitution names a hallmark of Oblate mission — be close to the people. What does it mean to be
“close to the people?” Be part of their ordinary lives, meet them in their ordinary lives, speak to them in
ways they understand, in their language using images that make sense to them. This is why Jesus spoke
in parables and why St. Eugene preached in the local dialect rather than formal Parisian French. The
constitution calls us to be daring, yet clear in what we proclaim.

Fr. Bonga Themi, OMI, writes, this constitution “calls us to balance innovation (daring) with integrity
(clarity). We must be creative in spreading the Word of God, exploring new approaches like digital media
and social networks, while also understanding the culture and language of those we seek to reach. This
demands the courage to step out of our comfort zones and meet people where they are.”? Br. Pablo
Henning writes about desire to enter the new world of video gaming. “....these new gaming
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communities have their cultures, their joys, their sorrows, and their people searching for the Word of
God. And sometimes, what we find is indeed the precise lack of community. Yet therein lies the
challenge, to encounter those communities and accompany the people as we know how to do. My
dream is to do this, to enter this world....”2 St. Eugene would be proud of such a dream. To be with the
people wherever they are, enter their culture, know their language, and proclaim “who Christ is” so they
can understand.

Reflection Questions:

1. Where does the Word of God ask us to go in today’s world? What are the challenges (daring)
that confront us today?

2. What local “parables” can we use to help people see God’s work in their lives?
Mission:

How do we allow the people we serve inspire us? Do we know and connect with the poor and
abandoned? How do they move us to conversion?
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