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Reflections for November 2026

Oblate Text: Constitution Nine

We are members of the prophetic Church. While recognizing our own need for conversion, we bear
witness to God’s holiness and justice. We announce the liberating presence of Jesus Christ and the new
world born in his resurrection. We will hear and make heard the clamor of the voiceless, which is a cry
to God who brings down the mighty from their thrones and exalts the lowly (cf. Lk 1:52). This prophetic
mission is carried out in communion with the Church, in conformity with the directives of the hierarchy
and in dependence on our Superiors.

Scriptural text: Luke 6: 20-26

And raising his eyes toward his disciples he said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom of God
is yours. Blessed are you who are now hungry, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who are now
weeping, for you will laugh. Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude and insult
you, and denounce your name as evil on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice and leap for joy on that
day! Behold, your reward will be great in heaven. For their ancestors treated the prophets in the same
way.

But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. But woe to you who are filled now,
for you will be hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will grieve and weep. Woe to you when all
speak well of you, for their ancestors treated the false prophets in this way.

Reflection:

Reflecting on this constitution, Fr. Santucci writes, “Being witnesses of God’s mercy and divine justice is
an integral part of who we are as Oblates, and our mission of being “co-operators of the Savior” is part

of the prophetic mission of the Church: being witnesses to the new world born in his resurrection.”?!

! Frank Santucci, OMI, ed. Companion to the OMI Constitutions and Rules, 182.



Announcing the presence of Jesus Christ is a transformative act. It changes people and societies. God’s
holiness and justice brings about a new life, one guided by the gospels and the Beatitudes such as what
we hear in Luke’s Sermon on the Plain. Evangelization includes the work of social justice. Being close to
the people, we hear and make heard the voice of those whose lives somehow continue the suffering of
Christ in today’s time. Our witness to the gospel includes hearing and making heard the voice of the
voiceless, the cry of the poor, and responding to that voice in our own lives, with our own conversion, as
well as striving to establish a world born from the resurrection of Jesus.

Reflection Questions:
There are three action points in this constitution that that seek our response:

1. How do we bear witness to God’s Holiness and Justice?
2. How do we announce the liberating presence of Jesus Christ?
3. How do we hear and make heard the clamor of the voiceless?

Mission:

Strive to hear the voiceless around you this month. To what is God calling you as you listen?



