
 

Reflections for December 2026 

Oblate Text: Constitution Ten 

Mary Immaculate is patroness of our Congregation. Open to the Spirit, she consecrated herself totally as 
lowly handmaid to the person and work of the Savior. She received Christ in order to share him with all 
the world, whose hope he is. In her, we recognize the model of the Church’s faith and of our own. We 
shall always look on her as our mother. In the joys and sorrows of our missionary life, we feel close to 
her who is the Mother of Mercy. Wherever our ministry takes us, we will strive to instill genuine 
devotion to the Immaculate Virgin who prefigures God’s final victory over all evil. 

Scriptural text: Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary. And coming 
to her, he said, “Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was greatly troubled at what was said 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. n Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High,* and the Lord God will 
give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations 
with a man?” And the angel said to her in reply, “The holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. 
And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month 
for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God.” Mary said, “Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from 
her. 

 



Reflection: 

Mary Immaculate is, as this constitution says, the mother of the Oblates. In her, Oblates find true 
Oblation, true openness to the Spirit. Her response to the angel is the example for everyone who seeks 
to follow the Charism of St. Eugene. True devotion to Mary, especially through the Rosary, is a means to 
imitate her example, her virtues in our own Oblation. Mary is known as the primary example of what it 
means to be a Christian. She is our model for living the Christian life. In this constitution, we see her, 
Mary Immaculate, as the primary model for living a life of Oblation. St. Eugene considered it a great 
honor to carry this title on his congregation.  

Reflection Questions: 

1. What might the angel say to us today as we listen for the call of God? 
2. Reflect on the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary. Do these inspire us in mission?  

Mission: 

Pray the Rosary reflecting on the Joyful Mysteries. Seek to live out the call to be God’s mercy to one 
another.  


