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Introduction

This seventh volume o f  Oblate Writings comprises two groups o f  
letters o f  unequal worth: those written in Rome and during his trip 
back to France, in the period from July 1825 to June 1826; and others, 
somewhat fragmented, written from July 1826 to December 1830.

I — Letters of 1826: Approbation of the Congregation

The letters written at Rome make up the more important part o f  
this volume, not because o f their number but because o f their length 
and content. One cannot over-estimate their worth and significance.

From 1825 to 1826, Father de Mazenod lived through one o f the 
crucial periods o f  his life and the Congregation crossed, somewhat 
unknowingly, a major threshold o f its existence. We readily perceive 
this as we read and reread these pages wherein vivacity, humour,1 joy, 
gratitude and a strong, vibrant faith constantly grip our interest and 
prompt us to sing the Te Deum as did our Founder on February 18th.

Seeking the Approbation of Rome

Father de Mazenod had already been aware for several years, 
because o f  difficulties he had had with certain bishops, that in order to 
bring his work to fruition and shelter it from  adversaries, he must seek 
recognition from  the Holy See. However he could not make up his 
mind to go to Rome. Father Rambert explains the motives o f this 
hesitation: “They were then so few, so small, so obscure! Moreover, it 
must be said, there was a personal motive which paralyzed the courage 
o f the Superior General. Although being an utterly resolute man who 
by the sheer force o f his personality could strive for good untiringly 
and with the utmost audacity, incapable o f retreating before apparently 1

1 There are not a few pages in these letters wherein the Founder, although tired and 
preoccupied, laughs heartily nonetheless over little misadventures which have befallen 
others or himself.



insurmountable obstacles, he could not quite find  within himself the 
confidence he needed to go and obtain approval for his Congregation. 
It is true that by nature he lacked the obsequious disposition which 
those who solicit favours are inclined to show. But apart from  having 
to overcome the natural pride o f his character and a certain sensitivity 
in temperament, he also had to contend with his humility. He told 
himself as he has mentioned several times, that he had not the stature 
to get himself recognized by the Church as founder o f a religious order, 
that it would be presumptuous for him to go and seek from the Sover­
eign Pontiff a deed which implied this title . . .  On the other hand he 
also felt that i f  his overtures were in vain, failure would throw his 
Congregation into disfavour. The bishops would in their turn withdraw 
their approbation and prospective candidates would hesitate to enter a 
religious community which Rome refused to recognize . . . .2

In any event he left for Rome in November 1825, urged by the 
wishes o f all the members o f the Congregation and o f Father Albini in 
particular. Here is what he himself wrote in his Memoires: . . seven
bishops had approved our Rules. Armed with all these quite flattering 
approbations, I  was still hesitant about undertaking the journey to 
Rome when our holy Father Albini pushed me by the shoulders (liter­
ally, for he impelled me with both hands) asserting with assurance: ‘Go, 
dear Father, go. You will succeed.’ So I  went, putting my trust in 
Providence.”3

The Founder arrived at Rome on November 26th and spent the 
first weeks entering into contact with cardinals and bishops, with pre­
fects and secretaries o f Sacred Congregations and with sundry other 
prelates and personages. He noted apprehensively that it was a long 
standing practice for the Congregation o f Bishops and Regulars to 
grant only a laudatory decree to a congregation instead o f the approba­
tion requested. He resolved therefore to say to the Holy Father with all 
the ardour and conviction o f which he was capable that a laudatory 
decree “would not satisfy him.”4

His first audience took place on December 20th. Only half an 
hour sufficed the Founder to convince Leo X II that it was necessary to 
approve rather than merely praise. Ihe conviction acquired by the

2 RAMBER/T, Vie de Mgr. de Mazenod, I, 412-413.
2 Ibid., 413-414.
4 Letter of December 22, 1825.



Pope became a categorical decision conveyed a few days later to the 
pro-secretary o f the Congregation o f the Bishops and Regulars, the 
archpriest Adinolfi: <(This Society pleases me,” the Holy Father is 
reported to have said to Adinolfi, “I  wish to favour it. Choose one o f  
the mildest cardinals . . . , see him on my behalf and tell him that my 
intention is that these Rules be not merely praised but approved”5

Encouraged by such benevolence, Father de Mazenod imme­
diately went about obtaining a simplification o f the procedure which 
otherwise could have lasted several months as eight cardinals would 
each have had to read the manuscript o f the Rules first before assem­
bling in order to give their assessment. So well did he present this new 
request that Cardinal Pacca, prefect o f  the Sacred Congregation, was 
authorized by the Pope on January 18th to form  a committee 
composed only o f three cardinals: Pacca, Pedicini as “ponens,” and 
Pallotta, a friend o f the cardinal “ponens.”

A third obstacle was suddenly encountered which, however, served 
only to hasten a happy outcome. Three bishops o f southern France, 
Arbaud, de Bausset and Miollis, who had at first given their approba­
tion to the Rules, wrote to the Pope to explain that the statutes o f the 
Oblates had been examined too quickly and now appeared unaccept­
able on the grounds o f being derogatory to the rights o f bishops and 
the civil laws o f the Kingdom. As these motives were inspired by 
Gallicanism, they were not able to deter the Cardinals who, on the 
contrary, became still more resolved to affirm, by an authentic act, the 
authority o f the Holy See.

The Cardinals met at the residence o f Cardinal Pacca on February 
15th and unanimously decided to approve the Rules. Two days later, 
Leo X II approved and confirmed the decision o f the Congregation.

The Founder’s amazement and power to influence others

The Founder subsequently felt surprised over the positive and 
rapid result o f his overtures, a result obtained from the goodness o f  
God but attributable also to the kind o f fascination he exercized on the 
persons whom he had met and whose warm welcome and kind under­
standing elated him. Indeed, during his sojourn at Rome between 1825 
and 1826, Father de Mazenod gained or regained awareness first o f the 
charm and ascendancy o f his personality which strongly impressed and

5 Idem.



won the goodwill o f everyone and then especially o f the infinite good­
ness o f God towards himself and his Congregation. He thus acquired 
the conviction more than ever that he must surrender himself entirely 
to the holy will o f God after having done his best. Here are some 
revealing excerpts o f his letters: “. . . were I  not intimately convinced 
that the good God has been pleased to prepare the way and open 
hearts, I  could truly have taken pride in seeing the eagerness, esteem 
and affection that everyone has shown to me during my sojourn in this 
capital o f the world. Thanks to the Lord, I  have not even been tempted 
by such base pride; but to say that I  have felt no satisfaction and con­
solation over this welcome would be to lie; on the contrary, I  have been 
constantly imbued with joy and gratitude for I  must say that, from  the 
servants and lay brothers, etc., all the way up to the Pope, they have 
vied with each other in showing me the liveliest signs o f attachment 
and affection. I f  you had seen the Pope during the audience o f  a fu ll 
half-hour that he granted me yesterday, you would have wept with 
emotion . . .” (letter o f April 16).

On the occasion o f his farewell visit to the French Embassy on 
May 4th, Montmorency-Laval, towards whom the Founder always 
showed himself courteous but quite reserved, avowed that Father de 
Mazenod “was very highly considered at Rome.” He added that he 
would write that very day to tell the King that “among the priests who 
had come to Rome, the one who had been the most reputable and with 
whom they had been the most satisfied, was the Abbe de 
Mazenod . . .” (letter o f May 4th).

Father Mautone, the procurator general o f the Redemptorists, 
would not let the Founder leave without giving him several marks o f  
esteem. The latter wrote in his private journal: “Father Mautone, the 
Redemptorist who had the happiness o f knowing Blessed Liguori, gave 
me a precious gift o f which I  think more highly than o f any treasure: a 
piece o f bone o f the blessed man and a letter written entirely in his 
hand . . . .  I  was also very affected by what he said as he presented 
them. It is perhaps a weakness to repeat it but as this admission, which 
comes from the mouth o f a man who has never in his life been one to 
give compliments to anyone, explains the enigma o f the welcome gen­
erally given to me at Rome, 1 wish to record it here, not j'or my own 
remembrance, but for the consolation o f our friends, to whom alone 
this journal will be confided, (and) to give them some moments o f  
pleasure: *All who have made your acquaintance at Rome (so this good 
Father said to me) repeat that you have known how to gain all hearts,



that none amongst them do not love and esteem you.' He added: ‘It is 
the Blessed (Liguori) who has done that’” (Diary, April24th, 1826).

Intense activity and habitual union with God

But the success o f  the work o f the Founder was also obtained 
thanks to his indefatigable activity, even if the role o f begging from door 
to door continually displeased him: “Ah, dear friend.,” he admitted to 
Father Tempier on February 11th, “It is better to preach missions, it is 
even better to endure the trials o f a Grand Vicar, than to do the dismal 
jobs I  have to do here.” On January 5th, he wrote: “. . . Iam  on the 
run, always on the run, to the Post Office I  run . . . . ” On February 
20th, he added: “I  neglect no means that human prudence can suggest, 
and I  spare myself no running about, nor do I  give any rest to my 
mind, in order to second the plans o f divine Providence . . . .” Again 
on the 27th, he repeats to Father Tempier, “I  lost not a moment o f  
time, for it is well fo r you to know that, since I  have been in this 
country, I  keep myself incredibly busy in order to expedite all I  have to 
do; also, either in a way because o f that, or more likely because the 
good God helps me at every step, I  leave behind me plenty o f people 
who began six months before me

In a letter o f January 4th, the Founder made this admission to 
Father Tempier: “Believe me, I  take no rest; I  will take the baths on my 
return for admittedly this operation cannot be accomplished without 
over-exerting. Nevertheless, I  am in the best o f health, physically and 
mentally — it truly seems that the good God wills me to pursue my 
task while united to him, and he does not let me offend him, at least 
not in a manner I  can perceive.” On January 10th, he rectified this 
statement which, he confided, “would be too absurd and ridiculous 
were I  not writing in intimacy and trustfulness to a friend, the confi­
dant o f my most secret thoughts; certainly I  would not have let it slip 
out with any other person. When I  said I  was not sinning, I  meant to 
say that I  was sinning less; the reason for this is quite simple. First, 
while busy with our affairs, I  have tried my best to profit from  all 
the extraordinary and manifold graces o f the Jubilee. Besides, every­
thing here reminds me o f the great examples o f the saints who seem to 
be still living for those who go about this city with a modicum offaith. 
Moreover, having in my hands an affair o f the utmost importance, o f  
which the consequences must so influence the building up the Church, 
the glorifying o f God and the sanctifying o f souls, an affair that hell 
must thwart and which can only succeed thanks to a very special pro­



tection from God, to whom alone belongs the power to touch the 
hearts and guide the wills o f men, I  have had o f  necessity to convince 
myself that it is my duty to do all in my power to live in the most 
intimate state o f union with God that I  possibly can and be resolved in 
consequence to be faithful to his grace and not give cause fo r  grief to 
his spirit. As things stand at present, the least voluntary infidelity 
would seem to me a crime, not only because it would be displeasing to 
God, which doubtless would be the worst evil, but still more because o f  
the consequences it could bring about.

“I  should add that since my departure from France and especially 
since I  have been at Rome, the good God aids me with everything in so 
tangible a manner that I  cannot see how it would be possible not to 
keep in my soul a constant feeling o f gratitude which prompts me to 
praise, to bless, to thank God, Our Lord Jesus Christ, and in due pro­
portion the holy Virgin, the holy Angels and the Saints to whom I  
believe myself indebted for the protection and the consolations that are 
mine. That in no way impedes me from confessing twice a week and 
constantly finding greater or lesser reason for humbling myself before 
God. . . . ”

Self surrender to God. Gratitude. Obligation to strive for holiness

The conviction o f the goodness o f God for him and the Congrega­
tion grew ever stronger in him. He wrote soon after his first audience 
with the Pope: “We must be mindful o f the saying o f St. Ignatius that 
we must pursue our affairs as if  success depends solely on our initiative 
while trusting wholly in God as if  all our efforts are in vain. Yet I  must 
admit that, from what so far has happened, I  count solely on the help 
o f God and what I  do for my part is just go through the motions for  
the sake o f not seeming to tempt God” (letter o f December 28, 1825).

On January 20th, after being dispensed from the obligation o f a 
scrutiny by eight cardinals, he expressed himself thus: “Let us continue 
to pray, my dear friend, and let us not cease to put our confidence in 
God. It is for him alone to rule and dispose o f all things according to 
his in f in i t e  wisdom f o r  the greater g lory o f  his name.  
I  must admit that never in my life have I  understood as well as now the 
value o f self-surrender to God, never have I  felt more disposed to put 
this virtue (for such it is) into practice as in the present circumstan­
ces . . .  . When I  reflect on how our enterprise is going forward, I  am 
filled with admiration for the goodness o f God and I  feel carried away



with feelings o f great gratitude. Up to this moment, it wholly bears the 
mark o f special protection. Who could have prepared the way for me? 
Who could have disposed the Head o f the Church to decide to make a 
unique exception fo r  us? Who inspires him to perceive that all I  pro­
pose to him is good?”

The conclusion that Father de Mazenod drew for himself and his 
sons from  this incomprehensible goodness o f God is that they must 
henceforth live more saintly lives, have greater love for the Congrega­
tion and observe more faithfully her Rules, which now compare in 
worth with those o f  the great Orders. He wrote on March 9th: “Cardi­
nal Pedicini was certainly right: had the good God not shown his 
divine hand, we would have had more than a year to wait. What 
amuses me is the surprise o f the Archpriest Adinolfi who is, as I  have 
told you, the king-pin o f the secretariate. To him it is incredible how 
well things have turned out for our cause from  the beginning. Non si e 
visto mai — never have we seen the Pope, he said, take it upon himself 
in an affair o f this kind to smooth out everything, cut through difficul­
ties, prescribe in detail, even stipulate how to word the brief. These 
Messieurs o f ours, do they know this? I f  they knew what all this means, 
they would jump fo r  joy or be overcome with admiration. People here 
wait sometimes six months for a yes or a no, they peer at a sign, they 
try to penetrate some thought o f the Sovereign Pontiff, they consider 
themselves happy to have some slight hope, however remote it might 
be. And it is this same Sovereign Pontiff who has done everything for  
us. What right have we to this? Who is it who has given me, in a single 
audience, wherewith to inspire in him an interest so strong, so real, so 
constant? How is it not possible to see the supernatural in this? From 
now on how can we not be carried away with gratitude towards God 
and, looking seriously at ourselves, not attach ourselves still more to 
the Society which has just obtained such convincing proofs o f the pro­
tection o f  the Lord, to whom we now belong in quite another manner 
since, in the hierarchical order, it is by her that we are attached to the 
supreme Head o f the Church who is the sovereign moderator thereof. 
Now is the time to adopt this esprit de corps which incites us not to be 
surpassed by any other community in virtue, in regularity, etc. . . .” He 
continues on March 20th: “Oh! yes, we must needs tell ourselves that 
we have received a great grace! The more closely I  consider all its 
aspects, the more I  see the worth o f this gift. We can never properly 
respond to it other than by an unwavering fidelity, and by a redoubled 
zeal and devotedness on behalf o f the glory o f God, the service o f the



Church and the salvation o f souls, especially the most abandoned’ as is 
called fo r by our vocation. For the rest, what I  ask o f God is that he 
choose for us and send us the people we need to do his work. You are 
quite right in saying that you all seem to have become other men: this 
is truly so. May we all understand what we are! I  hope that the Lord 
will give us this grace, with the assistance and by the protection o f our 
holy Mother, the Immaculate Mary, for whom we must have a great 
devotion in our Congregation. Does it not seem to you that it is a sign 
o f predestination to bear the name o f Oblates o f Mary, a name the 
Congregation bears as a family name held in common with the most 
holy and immaculate Mother o f God? It is enough to make others 
jealous
Response of the Congregation

We have but an imperfect idea o f the response o f the Congrega­
tion. The letters o f Father Tempier have disappeared. Only a few  lines 
have been preserved from  what he wrote on March 9th: “We have 
reason to be ecstatic when we consider the work o f Providence in the 
conduct o f our enterprise. Eternal gratitude to the great and holy pon­
tiff Leo X II who so worthily occupies the chair o f St. Peter and who 
will live eternally in our hearts! The memory o f his benefactions, as 
well as o f his virtues, will be handed down from one to the other in our 
Society as long as there remains a member o f the family. Rest assured, 
my dear Father that this sentiment is profoundly engraved in the heart 
o f your children. You should have seen us when I  went to read to those 
o f our Fathers who are at Aubagne, 6 the letter in which you inform us 
that our Holy Father has approved the decision o f the Congregation; 
you should, I  repeat, have seen us! We embraced each other with rap­
turous joy, we felt I  know not what in us which told us we were other 
men. Tears o f  joy and gratitude ran from our eyes. Such sentiments 
were manifest too in the house o f A ix.”

The acts o f  the General Chapter, held at Marseilles from  the 10th 
to the 13th o f July, record the joy and enthusiasm o f all. The Chapter 
closed with a solemn assembly and the renewal o f vows by all the 
Oblates: “The presence o f Our Lord in the midst o f our whole family 
united fo r the great occasion, the profound recollection o f  all and the 
sublime thoughts dwelling in our minds, gave the ceremony a celestial 
aura. Some shed abundant tears, some were otherwise moved and God

6 RAMBERT, I, 450. Fathers Moreau, Suzanne and Jeancard were preaching the 
mission.



himself was surely touched. A solemn Te Deum in thanksgiving for all 
the gifts showered upon the Society as well as benediction o f the Most 
Holy Sacrament concluded this pious assembly.f>

On coming out o f  the chapel, the Founder had further words to 
say to his Oblates: “This is a happy beginning o f  a new era for our 
Society. God has ratified the projects we have planned fo r his glory; he 
has blessed the bonds which unite us; henceforth we will fight the ene­
mies o f heaven under a standard which will be our own, and which the 
Church has given us. From this standard shines forth the glorious 
name o f the most holy Virgin Mary Immaculate; this very name has 
become ours, fo r it is to the holy Virgin that we are consecrated; we are 
especially her children; and her protection over us, hitherto so tangible, 
will still be more so in the future if  we show ourselves worthy o f such a 
mother . . .

II — Letters o f 1827-1830: Personal Crisis of the Founder

Was the approbation o f the Rules and o f the Institute really fo l­
lowed by “the happy beginning o f a new era for the Society” as the 
Founder expressed it at the Chapter o f 1826? On this occasion, Father 
de Mazenod was not a good prophet. The period from  1826 to 1831 
was as drab as any that the Congregation has seen while the Founder 
himself went through a dark night both o f the senses and o f the soul 
which lasted fo r ten years. Our spiritual writers have given little study 
to this period o f  his life1 but without a doubt he went through a pro­
found crisis which had multiple causes; failure to improve the training 
and perseverance o f  the members, failure o f the Congregation to attain 
the desired level o f  religious and apostolic life, resistance o f the diocese 
o f Marseilles to the reforms that had been judged necessary, the death 
o f cherished persons such as Marcou, Suzanne, Nathalie de Boisgelin 
and Leo XII, the illness o f several Fathers and o f the Founder himself 
who was incapacitated for eighteen months.

One circumstance accentuates still more the difference o f tone 
between the letters o f  1826 and the ones written in following years. 
Those o f the first group remain practically intact while only fragments 7

7 Fr. Robert Moosbrugger, treats of this crisis in his work: The spirituality
o f blessed Eug. de M azenod . . .from  the beginning o f the Congregation (1818) until he 
takes possession o f  the diocese o f  Marseilles as bishop (1837). Romae, Officium libri 
catholici, 1981, 153 pp.



or brief excerpts have survived o f the second. Even if there are marvel­
lous pages which express a spirit o f faith and submission to God, Yen- 
veux and the biographers seem to have retained for this period mostly 
passages in which Father de Mazenod speaks o f illness, deaths, aposta­
sies, disappointments, the boredom o f being Vicar General and hence 
o f stagnating in one place instead o f going out with his brothers to 
announce the Gospel8

Slow growth of the Congregation

The Society seems to have maintained the slow but sure growth o f  
the preceding years. First there was the acquisition o f two new houses. 
That o f Nimes had to be closed because o f the July Revolution o f 1830 
but a new community had already been formed in 1827 at Marseilles in 
order to provide a teaching staff for the Seminary and, in September, 
an old chateau was purchased at BiUens in Switzerland fo r  use as a 
refuge for the novices and scholastics.

The Congregation numbered fifteen priests and fifteen novices or 
scholastics in 1826 while in 1831 there were twenty-two priests, eighteen 
scholastic brothers, two lay brothers and five or six novices. But behind 
this apparently solid fagade, there were fissures in the edifice.

Problems of the novitiate and of perseverance

Few young men o f serious calibre were being attracted to the 
Congregation. In 1826, only three out o f nine who had taken the habit 
made their first vows, three out o f thirteen in 1827, six out o f ten in 
1828, nine out o f fifteen in 1829 and three out o f seventeen in 1830. 
Moreover, these novices were still not receiving the solid training which 
the Founder desired. While visiting different religious houses in Italy 
from  1825 to 1826, he was struck by the perfect regularity which 
reigned everywhere. (<Here I  am going round the most reputable 
houses, ” he wrote on March 16th, “I  interview the most experienced 
men. In a word, I  try as much as possible to render my journey useful 
to our Society. I  conclude from  all I  see and hear that from  the begin­
ning we have sinned in respect o f the novitiate and that it is not yet 
what it should be . . .  T  In spite o f the numerous cares o f the Founder 
at Rome, the needs o f the novitiate and the future o f the Congregation

8 For this period are conserved only excerpts copied by Yenveux and the bio­
graphers of the Founder.



weighed on his mind unceasingly. A t the beginning o f January he took 
an important decision. As Father Courtes was too busy at Aix with the 
Youth Sodality and ministry at the Chapel, he could not provide suffi­
cient training to the novices. Father Guibert had as soon as possible to 
take charge o f  the novices and they would be brought under the eye o f  
the Superior General and o f Father Tempier. “As long as I  am at Mar­
seilles,” he wrote on January 10th, “I  will seek for the novitiate to be 
placed in that city because I  will be able to give the Novice Master a 
hand and keep an eye on the students . . . .”9

As soon as he had returned to Marseilles in the summer o f 1826, 
the Founder named Father Guibert as Novice Master. The latter pro­
ceeded with zeal and intelligence to train the future Oblates. But, in less 
than two years, the sedentary nature o f this work made him sicken. 
After several weeks o f rest during the summer o f 1828 he asked to be 
permitted to resume missionary work and this was granted. The Supe­
rior General then called in Father Honorat, one o f the few  remaining 
good missionaries. He wrote to him on May 4th, 1828: “Providence 
gave us in Father Guibert a master o f novices who seemed to be quite 
apt to fill this very important post. He applied himself to the task with 
all his heart at the outset but his health, which had never been good, 
began to fluctuate. It became necessary to give him a change o f air and 
free him entirely from this employment. However it is the most impor­
tant there is in the Society; without a novitiate, the Society is done 
fo r  . . . .  So the heart o f  our novitiate must be very sound at this time 
and for this we need a master o f novices. This master o f novices is you, 
my dear Father Honorat, who combine an unshakeable loyalty to the 
Society with a love o f order and regularity. I  have thought this matter 
through. I  would have wished to find  some one else in order to leave 
you at Nimes where you are doing well but there is no one else in the 
Society and no one will take it amiss that I  put this task above every­
thing else, given that it is a question o f training the members who are 
to prevent it from dying out. ” Did Father Honorat refuse or was he too 
immersed in several important missions? He took up the post only a 
year later, from  November, 1829, to the summer o f 1830. During that 
time and afterwards, younger Fathers performed the functions o f mas­
ter o f novices: Father Reynier at Marseilles (Spring o f 1828), Father 
Guigues at St. Just (June, 1828, to August, 1829), Father Capmas at

9 Cf. also the letter to Fr. Courtes of February 2nd and those to Fr. Tempier on 
February 11th and 27th and March 30th.



St. Just (September to October, 1830) and Father Mille in Switzerland 
from  1830 to 1831. This constant changing o f the person in charge and 
o f the place was certainly detrimental to the training.

Moreover, during this period, the failure o f the Congregation to 
retain its members continued. In six years, ten professed members 
including six Fathers left the community or were expelled for want o f  
the religious spirit.

Nonetheless they continued to fulfil the Institute’s principal minis­
try, that o f preaching missions to the people, but with reduced person­
nel and beset by many difficulties. There was the obligation to preach 
the Jubilee o f  1826 which prevented the Fathers from  fulfilling their 
essential role and this greatly displeased the Founder. 10 11 Also, at Notre 
Dame o f Laus, Bishop Arbaud entrusted the Oblates with few missions 
in his diocese and even then always found fault with their doctrine and 
their ministry in the confessional. Finally the July Revolution o f 1830 
put a drastic end to this apostolate.

Concern for vocations together with the training o f  candidates and 
their perseverance seems at this time to have been the principal preoc­
cupation o f the superiors. It was the predominant question at the Gen­
eral Chapter o f 1831. Strangely enough, not a word was said about the 
problem which could provoke the death o f the Institute: the inability, 
which had lasted over a year, to preach missions. 11

Untalented personnel

A t grips with these obstacles and weakened by illness, how could 
Father de Mazenod make plans fo r  the future? There were not a few  
young Fathers, o f whom some were not lacking in talent and virtue 
(Aubert, Telmon, Ricard, Martin, Semeria. Dassy), but the Founder 
saw his men generally as quite inferior to what was demanded by the 
grave problems and difficulties o f the times. Obliged to rest at Fribourg 
in 1830, he wrote to Father Tempier, on August 1st: “Again yesterday, 
when the solemnity and length o f the ceremonies o f  the Feast o f St. 
Ignatius, at which they asked me to preside, and the circumstance o f it

10 Letter to Fr. Courtes, July 22, 1826: “I could only be chagrined by their wanting 
so much to do the jubilee of Aix. If instead of this parade, they had evangelized the poor 
abandoned souls, God would have been glorified thereby

11 They decided, however, on September 29th, to send Oblates to the foreign mis­
sions “as soon as there would be a favourable occasion.” The July Revolution was fatal 
to the Missionaries of France.



being the last day o f my forty-eighth year, aroused in me more devout 
thoughts and holy desires and allowed me also leisure to reflect under 
the aegis o f Jesus Christ present and exposed, how deeply into my soul 
did I  plunge! How many and diverse my feelings! I  was happy at the 
altar as I  offered the holy sacrifice for the Order o f Jesuits without 
forgetting our own family. I  congratulated their holy Founder for the 
marvels he had worked. But what great help did he receive! There is 
nothing like it in our days. Though he had so many heretics and bad 
Christians as enemies, how mightily he was protected by most eminent 
Popes and Bishops! Seeing everything as lost they confided to his 
Order the fate o f the Church. It was thus that he obtained all.

“And, let it be noted, by what men he was supported! From the 
first years o f their coming together, it could be said o f each o f them 
that they did more than he did. I  do not speak only o f the first com­
panions, I  speak o f all those who joined them as soon as they became 
known. It seems that all those zealous to defend the Church so horribly 
torn apart, who felt they had the ability to be useful to her and the 
virtue to devote themselves to this great task, flocked to the banner o f  
Ignatius. His company was from the beginning an army o f generals. 
Can you then be surprised at all they have done!

“Can we look around us and see anything similar? We have to 
labour at training a few  children most o f whom are not able to con­
ceive the great ideals which would raise them above their milieu. Not 
one o f them has anything to give o f his own, a stone to bring to the 
edifice that must be built by concerted effort. Wretched are these times 
and detestable is the influence o f this age on minds! I f  any o f them can 
produce anything, it is in the contrary sense and, instead o f a soaring 
achievement attained by the acting in concert o f several wills intent on 
the same goal we have to watch the dampening and deadening o f all 
the impulses o f our souls by the carefulness, cautiousness and scheming 
we have to employ in their regard in order to utilize them at least in 
some average sphere where such cold and flabby souls prefer to be.

“I  finished by asking God to take me out o f this world if I  am not 
to do anything more than la m  doi?ig . . . .”12

12 When continuing his letter on August 2nd, the Founder realized that he had 
exaggerated. He wrote: “I beg you, my dear friend, to burn the preceding sheet. This 
outspokenness is good for you . . . .  Most certainly, there is a good number of them 
whom I esteem. Some of them cannot be in doubt that, while I love them, I would wish 
them other than they are . . .  . For the rest, we must bless the good God for the hope 
that we have in regard to the future . . . .”



Administration of the diocese of Marseilles

The difficulties encountered in the administration o f the diocese o f 
Marseilles scarcely appear in the letters to the Oblates. Canon Leflon 
has well described them in his biography o f the Founder. 13 Both o f the 
Mazenods had to act with firmness, particularly in regard to the clergy, 
accustomed fo r  a quarter o f a century to live independently, that is, 
without a resident bishop. The pastoral manner and acts o f kindness 
were usually attributed to Bishop Fortune while on the contrary his 
nephew was held responsible for the measures that were strict. Leflon 
writes that it was believed “that the prelate reserved the dispensing o f  
mercy to himself and that the imperious commands o f  the Monita, the 
vigour o f the interdicts and the severe tone o f the letters were forced 
upon the weak-willed uncle by a nephew who had firmness enough for  
two. The reports o f the prefect Thomas, the articles that appeared in 
the liberal newspapers and the memoranda that were drawn up against 
the bishop's administration always distinguished between the meek 
executant and his adviser who led him about and controlled him; they 
extolled the uncle only the better to downgrade the nephew” (II, 525). 
The historians o f  the Founder14 have had little difficulty in showing the 

falsehood o f these accusations in that, from  the end o f  the year 1825 to 
the beginning o f the year 1831, the Vicar General spent at least twenty- 
two months outside the diocese and almost another year without work­
ing at the chancellery because o f the illness o f others or because he 
himself was ill. It remains true just the same that these criticisms and 
the office itself o f Vicar General weighed heavily on him. He never 
concealed this. He wrote to Father Honor at on December 12, 1827: 
“All that you add completes the tableau o f these fine missions . . . .  I f  I  
could only take part in them more directly! But my sins keep me in the 
servitude o f an infinity o f alien occupations, none o f  which is to my 
taste; no, there is not a single occupation o f the day which pleases me 
and which I  do not offer to God somewhat bitterly in expiation o f my 
sins, so much do they weigh me down and are burdensome to bear. So 
many painful matters! So many anxieties that ceaselessly crop up! Iam  
sometimes weary unto death and have no one to console me. ” A little 
later on January 2nd, as he offers good wishes for the New Year to 
Father Courtes, he continues: “. . . the clutter o f my office is such that

13 JEAN LEFLON, Eugene de Mazenod, II, 199-223; 234-241; 517-531.
14 RAMBERT, REY, LEFLON, and [A. MITRI], Inquisitio historica de quibus- 

dam animadversionibus in servi Dei [C.J.E. de Mazenod] vitam et operositatem 
Romae, 1968.



I  am not able to instal a lamp in it. It is just as if  I  had nothing to do. I  
no longer feel I  have the strength to continue this job. I f  my conscience 
had not kept me at it, I  would have long since forsaken it but my 
responsibility frightens me somewhat or rather should I  say considera­
bly. When I  speak o f responsibility, I  mean that which I  contracted in 
1817 and 1823. 15 I  thought I  was acting for the best and it is possible 
that I  did so. I  see fortunate results for our religion every day but I  did 
not think sufficiently o f my personal interest, o f my (need for) leisure, 
o f my entire existence being sacrificed with the additional unpleasant­
ness o f being bound down and, as I  am in an essentially dependent 
position, I  cannot do half the good I  would wish to do and even what I  
am happy to do cannot be done as Ifeel it ought to be done. Moreover 
how can I  deal with all these routine details which absorb half and 
often the whole o f my days! Dear Courtes, I  am at the end o f my tether 
while death comes near as I  approach old age. When I  shall be free, I  
will no longer be able to act. While waiting fo r the good God to deliver 
you from the nonentity o f a man that I  have become, act, you others, 
on my behalf. May the work o f the Lord be accomplished . . . . ”

Illness and decease of several Oblates

Difficulties did not normally have the effect o f laying the Founder 
low but instead rendered him more energetic and increased his resist­
ance. During the period 1817-1831, he did not have this resilience. The 
sorrow caused by the death o f persons dear to him greatly weakened 
him physically and morally. This is an important fact in his life. Five o f  
his best Oblates died: Father J. Marcou in 1826, Father V. Arnoux and 
Brother P. Dumolard in 1828, Father M. Suzanne in 1829 and Father 
J. Capmas on January 10, 1831. In addition illness impeded some o f 
the older and more active ones: Dupuy in 1826, Reynier, Albini and 
Guibert in 1827, Suzanne in 1828, Mye, Courtes and the Founder him­
self in 1829-1830.

In June 1826, Father de Mazenod returned to Marseilles in great 
haste, without stopping at Gap and Our Lady o f Laus, in order to get 
to the sickbed o f Father Suzanne. He recovered but Father Marcou 
died on August 20. “The good God has just taken from us . .  . one o f  
our most saintly missionaries,” we read in his letter o f August 21 to 
Father Honor at. “I  weep for a brother so precious to our Society, to

15 That of Vicar General of Marseilles in 1823. In 1817, he had worked to have his 
uncle named to the bishopric of Marseilles.



which he was so attached' but I  rather reproach myself for my tears, as 
if  I  dared to bemoan his happiness. He will be our protector close to 
God. Let us be resigned. Our Father in Heaven knows our needs, he 
will see to them; my heart nevertheless is plunged in sorrow. I  have not 
enough virtue to completely surpass my nature, one that is quite raised 
up it is true, i f  not o f an exceptional nature, with the love I  have for  
you, my dear children, whom I  love so much in the Lord and who 
deserve it in so many ways. ”

The summer o f 1827 brought the turn o f Fathers Albini and Gui- 
bert, as well as o f Brother Reynier, to fall ill and preoccupy the 
Founder. He himself was the victim o f an accident to a carriage in 
which he was riding, his legs being severely bruised. He wrote to Father 
Suzanne, July 18: “I  was wrong, my dear Father Suzanne, I  admit, not 
to give some details on the subject o f the accident to my legs . . . .  
Since then, other events have preoccupied my mind: the fear o f seeing 
our brother Reynier succumb to an inflammation, anxiety, chagrin, 
and I  am not sure whether I  should not add fatigue. All o f these 
together make me forget my own suffering, which I  always feel less 
than that o f others. ”

In July 1828, within days o f each other, Father Arnoux and 
Brother Dumolard died. “I  cannot reconcile myself to the loss o f  
members o f the calibre o f Father Arnoux,” he groaned in a letter o f  
July 8 to Father Courtes. “You would not believe how promising for  
his part was the poor Dumolard who has been at grips with death for  
quite a long time . . . .  The good God knows what is necessary to each 
o f his creatures, he knows also what is best for the families who live 
under his laws. This is a powerful motive for resignation. ” And again 
on July 9: “Pray . . . for me who always feels blows o f this sort too 
acutely. ”

On learning o f the death o f Father Arnoux, he wrote to Father 
Courtes, July 27: “. . .  I  preferred to keep silence but I  indeed felt 
deeply the deprivation you imposed on me by your neglecting to 
inform me o f the health o f our saintly sufferer. Do you not know that I  
regard it as a principal duty to assist all those o f our brothers within 
reach o f  me who are in danger. Are we then so far from  Aix that in 
several hours I  could not have come to the side o f the sick one? . . . .  I  
need not tell you with what avidity we have read the details you give o f  
his last moments and his burial; I  have watered your letters with tears 
each time I  have read them . . . ”



Death of Father Suzanne

During this whole period', the illness o f Father Suzanne was how­
ever the greatest concern o f Father de Mazenod and contributed more 
than all the rest to diminish, little by little, his vitality. After having 
vomited blood in 1826 and in February, 1827, a third relapse in 
November, 1828, left no more hope o f any return to health. For more 
than two months, the desolate father spent his days and nights close to 
the one whom he had known as a youth at Aix (as also Marcou, 
Honor at and Courtes) and whom he loved and cherished as a son. In 
all his letters from  1826 to January 1829 is a crescendo o f  concern and 
sorrow about the illness o f Suzanne. The strongest expressions o f an 
inconsolable soul come from his pen: “The susceptibility o f my exces­
sive tenderness” (March 29, 1828, to Suzanne); “. . . as for me . . . the 
sorrow that I  have felt these two days past has been so acute and so 
constant that I  consider it a kind o f miracle not to have succumbed to 
it. Happily, I  have been able to shed tears in great abundance and this, 
I  believe, has saved me. I  remain however extremely fatigued. It will 
cost me my life to love you in the manner that I  do. Yet I  cannot either 
regret or complain about it. Adieu” (Nov. 15, 1828, to Courtes). “My 
body must be o f iron to resist such violent and continuous emotions o f
so u l.......  You are on the battlefield and I  at the foo t o f the cross on
which our poor brother is nailed” (Nov. 26, 1828, to Guibert). “I f  I  
showed exteriorly all the anguish I  am going through, they would take 
me for a madman, while yet I  am but a man . . .” (Dec. 15, 1828, to 
Courtes). “I  believe, my friend, that it is a long time since I  have writ­
ten to you; my hours, my days and my nights are spent near our 
blessed patient who consummates his sacrifice with heroic sentiments. 
Each one is intent on gathering his words, while as for me, I  meditate 
on the holy Virgin's sufferings at the foo t o f  the cross o f which up to 
now I  have only had a very dim idea . . . .  My God! these thoughts are 
rife within me and nourish my sorrow, but I  wish to drink this chalice 
to the dregs!. . . Adieu, I  press you to my heart; it could not be 
wounded more deeply. Adieu” (Jan. 29, 1829, to Courtes).

Father Suzanne died on January 31, 1829. For several months 
Father de Mazenod was almost incapable o f  working. He wrote this to 
Father Courtes, February 19: “. . . when I  have to enter my study, I  
have as much repugnance for anything requiring attention as someone 
with hydrophobia has for water. Such is the state in which this bereave­
ment has left me and which I  feel as much now as I  did on the first day. 
I  do not think I  am lacking in resignation; I  do not refuse the consola­



tions which the holy death o f this too dear child procures for a Christian 
father; but the still bleeding wound cannot be healed, even by this 
supernatural balm. I  always have my child before my eyes, just as grace 
fashioned him in his last illness . . .

Illness of Father Courtes

A t the time when Father Suzanne was ill, Father Courtes did not 
feel very well. The Founder had written to him on November 18, 1828: 
“I  order you to take care o f yourself, for two blows o f  this kind would 
make me lose either my mind or my life. ” And now, on April 10, 1829, 
he was told that Father Courtes was gravely ill. “For the still mangled 
heart o f Father de Mazenod, that was truly a lightning bolt” (Rey: 
1,467). He loved Father Courtes for much the same reasons as he loved 
Father Suzanne, that is, as one o f his first children, as one who best 
understood him and as one who was entirely imbued with his spirit 
and his sentiments. Besides, Father Courtes had talents, prudence, an 
aptitude for affairs, a religious spirit, and a devotedness so unshakeable 
that he had become indispensable and the one upon whom, after God, 
the Founder counted for the future o f his work

Father de Mazenod spent a month at the bedside o f this other 
stricken son. By May 10th, he was at the end o f his strength. He wrote 
to Father Tempier: “I  tore up the letter I  was writing to you . . . .  It 
expressed too vividly the state o f anguish and how my heart is being 
rent by the condition in which our dear Father Courtes is. Also you 
yourself would have been too afflicted on seeing me as I  am. I  do not 
really have the strength to write and tell you that I  am left almost 
without any hope . . . .  For myself, while nothing shows exteriorly, I  
am powerless to say a word. The self restraint I  am obliged to exercise 
leaves me in a state similar to agonizing. I  do not know if  it is exhaus­
tion or prostration or what it is. I  do not feel the physical strength to 
do again what I  did fo r that other apple o f my eye who was taken from  
me, now that I  am menaced with losing this other one. I  would have to 
be more disinterested than la m  in his existence to be able to converse 
with him about the imminence o f his death; the element o f my despair 
is inseparable from  it. However resigned one must be to the decrees o f  
divine Providence, I  will not be less unhappy for the rest o f my sorrow­
fu l life, after losing two such as these. No one in the world could ever 
conceive what they have been fo r me. This one, while giving more 
proof o f it every day, confirms (I do not say ‘renews’ fo r  I  have forgot­
ten nothing) all that the other was to me. Never will be known the



perfection o f  their confidence, their love, their trust in me. And our 
Society, how would she be able to rise again after being bludgeoned by 
these two blows? All this loss overwhelms me, I  will never recover from  
i t . . .

Illness and convalescence of Father de Mazenod

Father Courtes improved little by little after May 15, 1829, while 
the Founder had to go to bed. He explained to Father Tempier on 
May 15th the nature o f his malady: . . My present state is that o f a
man whose interior organs might not have enough space to dilate and 
do their functions so that I  have tightness in the chest, the heart, the 
stomach, the head and everywhere.”

His state became so aggravated that on June 14th, Father Tempier 
came to administer extreme unction and holy viaticum. He then made 
his will and named Father Tempier as Vicar General o f the Institute.

A month later, July 18th, his death was announced in the review 
L’Ami de la Religion: “We do not have details about his premature 
death but we do not doubt that it too has been as edifying as his 
life.”16 17This false rumour even reached Rome.11 But the sick man was 
then out o f danger and staying with his uncle Roze-Joannis at Grans. 
His convalescence was, however, one o f interminable ups and downs, 
and interrupted particularly by the loss o f his niece Nathalie de Bois- 
gelin, aged nineteen years, with whom he stayed two months.

The Founder spent the winter and spring in semi-repose at Mar­
seilles, then left at the beginning o f July, still to rest, fo r  Switzerland in 
the company o f  his sister, his mother and his nephew, Louis de Bois- 
gelin. The July Revolution o f 1830 obliged him to postpone his return 
to Marseilles until February, 1831. Prior to this, he stopped for several 
months at Nice with his uncle Fortune. It is there that he learned o f the 
death o f another Oblate whom he much esteemed, Father Capmas. 
The reflections that he shared with Father Tempier on January 11, 
1831, give us the key to the principles which inspired his affections and 
show clearly enough that the trials he had gone through had helped 
him better to dominate his heart and render his submission to the will 
o f God less painful fo r  his affectionate nature: “. . . It must be admit­
ted that illness and death strike in our midst with a shrewd manner that

16 L’Ami de la Religion, vol. 60, p. 311.
17 Letter of the Pope to the Founder, August 1, 1829.



would unnerve men less submissive to the will o f God than ourselves. I  
do not fear to make this reflection because it seems to me that I  am 
well enough established in the habit o f conforming to the impenetrable 
designs o f divine Providence, although I  have no claim to be insensible 
to the blows which sometimes seem as though they cannot fail to 
overwhelm us. Were this kind o f perfection offered to me, I  would not 
wish it. Moreover I  say that to me it is something o f a scandal when I  
see it extolled in certain biographies o f which the authors attribute it, 
falsely no doubt, to men whom they try, not without deceit, to raise 
beyond human nature and whom they calumniate, in my opinion, in a 
manner that is cruel. Jesus Christ, our only model, does not give us this 
example. I  adore his trembling and tears before the tomb o f Lazarus 
just as much as I  disdain and abhor the stoicism, the insensibility and 
the egoism o f all those who would wish, so it seems, to surpass this 
prototype o f all perfection, who has well wished to sanctify all the 
situations o f our sad pilgrimage. I  await then in trembling the news 
that you will give me on Thursday, and this time, what will absorb all 
my thoughts is the general good o f the family, much more than all 
other considerations or personal affections. I  prepare myself fo r  all 
eventuality by prayer and by the most absolute surrender to the will o f  
the Master o f our destinies for whose sake we are here below.”

*  *  *

These letters o f 1827-1830 are in contrast with those written from  
Rome in 1825-1826, in which are found zest, dynamism, joy, gratitude, 
plans fo r the future. In the second series, we have fatigue, illness, desire 
for death, sadness, pessimism, resignation. Here are two tableaux, two 
phases o f one and the same life, two attitudes o f one and the same man 
facing the vicissitudes o f life. But an attentive reading o f these letters 
will help us to understand him better, to see how close he is to us, as 
well as to the problems o f today, and indeed to those o f  all times!

Yvon Beaudoin, O.M.I.



Pope Leo X II  (1760-1829)



Fr. Marie Jacques Antoine Suzanne (1799-1829) 
Superior o f  the House o f  Calvary at Marseilles (1824-1829)
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215. [To Fr. Tempier at Marseilles].1

New Year wishes. Cardinal F. X. Castiglioni, Grand Penitentiary, does 
not concur with the Pope that the Constitutions be approved imme­
diately. Seven cardinals are to read the book o f the Rules. Favours 
bestowed by the Holy Father. The Founder has little hope o f  soon 
reaching a conclusion. Asks for prayers. Proposes to go to Nocera de’ 
Pagani to pray at the tomb o f the Blessed Alphonse. French bishops 
have probably written to Cardinal Castiglioni.

L.J.C.
Rome, January 1, 1826.

It is to have the pleasure of wishing you a happy New Year in 
good and due form, my dear Tempier, that I begin my letter today 
shortly after posting the one I began the other day, and while waiting 
for your dear and evermore avidly awaited news. By way of presenting 
you with your gift, I will transcribe for you the precious favours 
granted by our Holy Father the Pope to our poor Society which will 
apparently never have peace on this earth, as seemingly those who per­
secute her take turns to relieve one another so as not to give us time to 
catch our breath. Your long memorandum,1 2 which has just been 
handed to me, replies perfectly to all the objections; it is made with 
both strength and moderation and the response proves that it made 
an impression on the person who had evidently written the first letter 
ab irato.

1 Missions O.M.I., 1872, 208-213.
2 Some French bishops had written to Rome to oppose the approbation of the 

Rules. In a letter written to Fr. Tempier, November 8, 1825, Bishop Arbaud of Gap had 
explained what he did not accept in the Constitutions. Fr. Tempier replied to him at 
length on November 16th. This reply is probably what the Founder refers as “your long 
memorandum.”



My overtures today, January 2, have not given me much satisfac­
tion. I met a Cardinal upon whom I thought I should be able to count 
because it is he who approached me, having called me to him at the 
Vatican chapel yesterday in order to voice aloud the desire he had to 
make my acquaintance, given that he was the good servant of My Lord 
the Bishop of Marseilles, etc. He said he had been to see me; in fact, 1 
had found his visiting card at my lodging. In short, he gave me an 
appointment for this morning at nine o’clock. It was in order to speak 
to me of his pleasure on seeing that the Bishop of Marseilles had set 
up a house where love and respect for the doctrine of the Blessed 
Alphonse is professed, etc. He was in such good vein and the fine 
things he said on this subject made me believe quite simply that I had 
made a fortunate find. So I expressed my regret to him that he was not 
a member of the Congregation which had to judge our cause and, with 
a view to his giving me a good recommendation to those who compose 
it, I had the guilelessness to speak to him frankly and in detail of our 
affair. What was my surprise on finding his attitude quite opposed to 
that of the Pope!3 It was pitiable to see the objections that he made to 
me. He went so far as to ask me if I had spoken to our Ambassador, as 
if one consults lay persons regarding cases of conscience, and many 
things of this kind. Oh! how I fumed! Fortunately I was fasting, other­
wise the violent reaction that I had would have been capable of imped­
ing my digestion. My whole fear is that he may speak to the Pope in 
the same way as to me and that this verbiage may have an adverse 
effect on the Holy Father, who has shown himself up to now so favour­
able, as you will have been able to judge from all I have consigned to 
you in my second last letter.

After leaving the Cardinal Grand Penitentiary, I went to see Car­
dinal Pedicini. The course of the proceedings was explained to me. 
Another vexation! I had thought that his role of ponent would be to 
make a report of the matter and that it would be this report which 
would be sent to each Cardinal in the Congregation; not at all. He has 
to read our big volume and annexed documents and the same big 
volume has to be passed on successively to all six of the other Cardi­
nals who each in turn will make an attentive reading of it. Truly must I 
regret not being content with the direct approbations of our Bishops

3 He refers to Cardinal Castiglioni who, in 1829, would become Pope Pius VIII. 
His opposition was only apparent; cf. the following letter. The Duke of Montmorency- 
Laval was Ambassador of France at Rome.



and the indirect one of the Pope! If at least we were to obtain what we 
desire, but nothing is more doubtful. The Cardinals will no doubt be 
wiser than the Pope. However, we have his particular opinion and it is 
a pity that he considers himself obliged to observe the formalities which 
crush us.

But let us have done with telling you these disagreeable things. 
Now I will transcribe for you the favours accorded by the Sovereign 
Pontiff. You must not forget that he had each article read to him, one 
after the other, and that he granted all of them knowingly. You will 
even note that the two important graces accorded in perpetuity had 
first been granted with the others ad septennium because he who wrote 
the supplication had so presented it. I took this matter up once and, in 
a second audience, the Archbishop Secretary of the Congregation of 
Propaganda again brought up my request and thus fixed the attention 
of the Holy Father on a matter of such great importance and the Holy 
Father, quite freely, reflectively and most voluntarily, has granted in 
perpetuity an indult which ought to be considered as an approbation 
thereof once and for all. The indult granted in perpetuity in the second 
audience was not included in the inscription of the one ad septennium, 
because I made my second request on the day following the first 
audience and before the Secretary had put in order the notes he had 
taken at the audience itself, under the dictation of the Pope. The two 
versions were thus made after the second audience and the Pope, after 
having by special grace granted the indulgence in perpetuity, it would 
have been useless to mention the first grace which he had only granted 
for seven years. All these explanations are not excessive when they 
concern a matter of such great interest. If I were to return within fifteen 
days, I would not take the trouble to transcribe this long memoran­
dum; but as I am detained here, I do not wish you to be deprived of 
the pleasure and profit that you will have by receiving sooner these 
numerous graces that the munificence and fatherly goodness of the 
Head of the Church is according to you.4

I still have many errands to run; it is true that one often has time 
to rest in antichambers or salons for I must say I am never left long in 
an antichamber. That would be nothing if one were to finish by obtain­
ing what one is so justified in requesting; but I am afraid my time and

4 Indults of the 11th and 18th of December, 1825, published at the end of the 
Rules, cf.: Missions O.M.I., 1952, pp. 38, 42, 45-46.



trouble will be wasted. The turn of events annoys me. I know that in all 
affairs, there are ups and downs, happy moments, shocks and setbacks; 
but it is hard to have on one’s side the assent and goodwill of the Pope, 
the only true judge, and then to have these grim formalities threatening 
us with a result not different from that which so many others have 
obtained, in whose favour the Pope has not pronounced himself (like 
M. Deshayes and M. Coudrin).5 If I had been able to foresee that the 
known will of the Pope would not decide the opinions of all the Cardi­
nals of the Congregation, I would have beseeched the Holy Father to 
let me be content with his verbal approbation and with the graces that 
he deigned to add. Redouble your prayers. The result will perhaps be 
different from what appearances make us presume.

January 3. — Although today I am extremely behind, having had 
to defer saying my office yesterday evening in order to write to you, 
and the community having risen at a later hour because of the vigils of 
the Forty Hours, I would not wish to give you the bad example of 
leaving blank space in my letters, and I insist on this one being posted 
today itself. I come back to the prospect of my stay here being pro­
longed eternally: what do you think? What should we envisage? Here 
the Jubilee is over; it will begin in France. It is not normal that in such 
circumstances I prolong my stay abroad for my own pleasure or for my 
devotion. One could well propose that, since I find myself at Rome, I 
push on as far as Naples and, in that case, it will be possible for me to 
make the pilgrimage to Nocera de’ Pagani where lies the body of the 
blessed Alphonse who will likely be canonized in less than a year. I 
have seen here a Father of his Company, one whom he has had at his 
side. This one has told me remarkable things about which we were 
completely ignorant. He compared him to St. Joseph Calasanctius in 
respect of domestic woes and injustices committed against him. It 
reminds you of what I have told you about this saint. Our saint died 
under a kind of anathema. Pius VI, upon a false report, without hear­
ing or consulting him, had another Major Rector named, separated the 
Blessed one and his Fathers from the kingdom of Naples, from the 
Congregation, etc. It is only after his death that matters were straight­
ened out again and unity was re-established.

5 Fr. Gabriel Deshayes (1767-1841), founder of the Brother Farmers of St. Francis 
of Assisi, and restorer of the Brothers of St. Gabriel. Fr. P. M. J. Coudrin (1768-1837), 
founder of the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary of Picpus.



I can see how these disorders can happen. It suffices with the aid 
of the devil to misinform whomever makes a report from this or that 
side to the Pope; normally the latter relies on it and, as you know, it is 
easier to create negative prejudice than to get favourable views 
adopted. A propos of bias, does a thought not come to me that the one 
who wrote you while in a very bad temper wrote at the same time to 
the Cardinal Grand Penitentiary?6 I cannot explain otherwise certain 
remarks I have had to swallow though, let it be understood, with the 
grace of God; for example, that one could not trust attestations, even if 
with the grand seal affixed and written for the most part in the proper 
handwriting of the Bishops, and that one should write to them or even 
to neighbouring Bishops. You can imagine that, leaving aside every­
thing that outraged me in these remarks expressed with much gentle­
ness and with reticences which in my eyes did not save them from 
being ridiculous, I responded as was proper to the matter in itself. But 
one certainly feels on such an occasion a need and indeed one expe­
riences the help of grace. I repeat, although this Cardinal is not a 
member of the Congregation, I fear he may hurt us, especially if he has 
received some sort of tattling letter. There remains only enough space 
to embrace you, yourself and all our fine family.

216. [To Fr. Tempier at Marseilles].7

The letter o f December 8 from  the Bishops de Bausset-Roquefort, 
Miollis and Arbaud to the Pope did not convince Cardinals Castiglioni 
and Pedicini who favour the approbation o f the Constitutions. Visits 
to Arch. Marchetti, secretary o f the S. C. o f Bishops and Regulars. 
Hopes to find  a way to shorten the procedure.

L.J.C.
Rome, January 4, 1826.

If I had, dear friend, as much virtue as perspicacity, I would con­
sider myself quite happy. Had I not guessed what has happened? And 
in spite of all the finesse of the Lord Cardinal, all detours, all the 
precautions that he took in this famous conversation which lasted

6 Bishop Arbaud had in effect written to Card. Castiglioni, December 8, 1825.
7 Missions O.M.I., 1872, 214-219; YENVEUX, IV, 13.



nearly two hours, had I not grasped the secret motive of this strange 
opposition? It is all out now and what I had supposed in my letter of 
yesterday is only too true. One of the Bishops who had approved has 
instructed his agent to raise objections so that our affair, which was 
forging ahead with full sails, now encounters an obstacle which I do 
not believe it can pass by. I still do not know who is this man, whom 
God will judge, who has just dealt such a terrible blow to the work of 
God; but it can only be, in my opinion, the Bishop of Gap. Such is the 
gratitude that he shows us for all the good that we have done for him. 
To properly describe this move, one would have to estimate its conse­
quences. You cannot imagine the effect that is produced here by a 
proceeding of this kind, apart from the major inconvenience of public­
izing an affair which demands the greatest secrecy. There are many 
things that one can explain only verbally. It is a pity to see the politics 
and the kind of vile dependency of certain personages, who count on 
the help of courts in certain eventualities which they anticipate at will. 
Let us leave the matter be. That is where we are.

This morning I believed I should go and converse with Arch. 
Marchetti, who has become, as I have told you, the secretary of the 
Congregation. I was scarcely seated when he revealed to me that an 
emissary had presented an objection on the part of one of the same 
Bishops who had approved. An emissary, a miserable clerk has become 
the accredited procurator of a Bishop in an affair of this importance, 
and who is going to set in motion such a sinister train of events! I had 
no time to open my mouth to reply when all of a sudden, Cardinal 
Castiglioni was announced, the same Cardinal whom I had seen the 
day before yesterday, and with whom my conversation had been so 
unsatisfactory, as I have related to you. I rose immediately so as not to 
meet him, but as I left, I told the Archbishop that he was contrary to 
us, in order to give some warning concerning what I supposed he had 
come to tell. I also announced that I would return tomorrow to see 
him. I

I wished to begin my letter immediately because, being able to see 
the Archbishop only towards noon, and as the post leaves in two 
hours, I was afraid I would not have time to let you know about this 
unfortunate snag. What betrayal on the part of this Bishop who only is 
a Bishop because I did not take his see! If we did not suit him, nothing 
was more simple than to tell us to leave his diocese; so by what right 
does he come to oppose our progress and prevent us from doing good 
elsewhere, as the spirit of God indicates to us to do? This unworthy



and underhand protest is going to do nothing less than weaken all the 
other approbations and render them, so to speak, of no effect: what 
evil this man has done to us!

I began my letter at the address of Ferruci,8, which was on my 
way to the Cardinal to whom Cardinal Pedicini was to pass on our 
manuscript after he had studied it. I became more confirmed in my 
intimate conviction that our cause was gained but for the shameful 
intervention of this Bishop. I conversed for three quarters of an hour 
with the Cardinal, gently brought him round to my side and 
thoroughly briefed him in our interests. It is he who said: “Even if the 
Congregation were not to hold this opinion, we are, after all, but coun­
sellors of the Pope and, when he so wills, he can act independently of 
our opinion.” Now the Pope did so will and willed so well that he had 
charged the Secretary to make known his will to the Cardinal ponent. 
But at present it is entirely to be feared that he may let things proceed 
according to the ordinary train of events, thanks to the panic and 
terror inspired here by the opposition of a Bishop of France which, 
they imagine, sets all the Gauls afoot.

Cardinal Castiglioni will not have failed to speak to the Holy 
Father to this effect and, you know, when someone abounds on one 
side and no one replies, how easy it is to make an impression. When I 
think of the incalculable evil that this Bishop is doing to us, at a total 
loss to himself, I say the Pater Noster in order to stifle the feeling of 
indignation that such proceedings arouse in my soul. For the rest, I am 
not yet sure that it may be him, I shall not be long in knowing it 
positively. I shall return tomorrow to see Arch. Marchetti and shall try 
to draw the matter into the open. What is the word for this whole 
conspiracy? Need we have other proofs to be convinced of the necessity 
of what we seek to do? I say this to you and I repeat it, our cause 
would be won but for this wretched incident to which the spirit of 
darkness has given rise and he well knows why. I call a halt for if I 
surrendered myself to my reflections, I would leave no more room for 
what remains to me to tell you tomorrow when I shall have seen Arch. 
Marchetti who will have, no doubt, been well indoctrinated today by 
this blessed Cardinal Castiglioni.

8 Abbe Ferruci was the agent of the Bishop of Marseilles to the Roman 
Congregations.



January 5. — I began my day by going to offer the holy sacrifice 
on the tomb of St. Joseph Calasanctius, with the intention of obtaining 
by his intercession the light and the strength necessary to sustain this 
new battle prompted by the demon against our holy enterprise. I 
emerged from there to go to the house of the archpriest Adinolfi, 
whom I had not seen since the day I met him at the door of Arch. 
Marchetti. His countenance reassured me strongly. He told me that not 
one, but three of those who had approved, had written quite a bold 
letter in common which had no common sense and which was utterly 
anti-canonical: these are his own expressions. He had at first believed it 
to the the trick of some emissary jealous of Ferruci, and had compared 
the signatures but there was no doubt that the three Bishops have 
signed this letter. He has much reassured me and he avowed to me that 
from the beginning of this affair, he who is so accustomed to deal with 
similar matters, had been astonished by its pace, he could not conceive 
how it could go so grandly forward without meeting obstacles. This 
one did not surprise him but it did not cause him much fear. I had 
taken strong resolutions before St. Joseph Calasanctius; the words of 
the archpriest have added hope to my faith.

I quickly made my way towards the Quirinal where Arch. Mar­
chetti is lodged. I was close to Saint Peter’s, at least in the vicinity of 
the Castel San Angelo, that is to say at the other extremity of the city. 
When I arrived at Arch. Marchetti’s a new surprise. “Guess,” he said to 
me, “what Cardinal Casiglioni came here to do yesterday. He came to 
recommend your affair very warmly, at the same time proffering to me 
the greatest praise for you personally.” At this I rubbed my eyes. “But 
all he told me was the objections that he would make to you, etc.” 
Would it not be, I said to myself interiorly, that he saw the Pope 
persist in his resolution? That is the idea which came to my mind. 
What I must tell you is that the Pope was so delighted with the account 
I gave him that he said to the pro-Secretary9 of the Congregation: “I 
am enchanted with this institution, we lack such in Italy and I would 
well wish it established in my States.” Whatever the case may be, Arch. 
Marchetti assured me that he knew Cardinal Castiglioni and that he 
had certainly spoken to him sincerely. That is all to the good.

I ran over to Cardinal Pedicini whom I found still with our 
volume in his hands. Great compliments and great praise, he found not

9 YENVEUX (IV, 13) writes “to the Prefect.”



a word to criticize, all is taken care of, all is admirable, all is holy. 
“But, Monseigneur, that certain letter? I come here to reply to it.” 
“There it is, read it aloud.” And, while I was reading it, he did not leave 
to me the trouble of refuting it but took charge of that himself by citing 
the very words of our document. In fact it was such a pitiable thing 
that I blush for the honour of our Episcopate. It has been miserably 
produced by this fine Bishop of Gap, the hand-writing being that of his 
secretary, and at its foot there are the signatures of the Archbishop of 
Aix, the Bishop of Digne and his own.

Were not my watch lying there on the desk and hurrying me for 
the post, I would speak longer on this item but I fear to miss the 
departure and that would delay me to Sunday, while I would like you 
to know as soon as possible these details . . . .  I am going to try some­
thing, but cannot be sure of its success that is, to beg Cardinal Pacca10 
to request the Pope on my behalf to consent that the report of the 
Cardinal ponent be presented to him without the affair having to pass 
through so many hands, which would keep me here more than the 
good of the diocese and of the family would permit. If the Cardinal 
agrees to present my request and the Pope consents to it, we will be all 
right; otherwise, I shall languish here for still a very long time, for you 
can see the time that it will take. Cardinal Pedicini will not be able to 
hand on the dossier to him who comes after him until the end of next 
week, and there are seven after him. Believe me, I take no rest; I will go 
to the baths on my return for admittedly this operation cannot be 
accomplished without over-exertion. Nevertheless, I am in the best of 
health, physically and mentally — it truly seems that the good God 
wills me to pursue my task while united to him, and he does not let me 
offend him, at least not in a manner I can perceive.

Adieu, I run, I am always on the run, I run to the post office. I 
dine this evening with the Ambassador. I embrace you as well as my 
uncle and all the family.

10 The Founder wrote to Cardinal Pacca, prefect of the S.C. of Bishops and Regu­
lars, to ask him to present his report to the Pope after the examination of Cardinal 
Pedicini, without waiting for the advice of the other Cardinals.



State o f soul o f the Founder who endeavours to live in the most saintly 
manner possible. Proposal to establish the novitiate at Marseilles. 
Illness o f Cardinal Pacca.

L.J.C.
Rome, January 10, 1826.

I begin, my dear Fr. Tempier, by rectifying a statement of my last 
letter which would be too absurd and ridiculous were I not writing in 
intimacy and trustfulness to a friend, the confidant of my most secret 
thoughts; certainly I would not have let it slip out with any other per­
son. When I said I was not sinning, I meant to say that I was sinning 
less; the reason for this is quite simple. First, while busy with our 
affairs, I have tried my best to profit from all the extraordinary and 
manifold graces of the Jubilee. Besides, everything here reminds me of 
the great examples of the saints who seem to be still living for those 
who go about this city with a modicum of faith. Moreover, having in 
my hands an affair of the utmost importance, of which the consequen­
ces must so influence the building up of the Church, the glorifying of 
God and the sanctifying of souls, an affair that hell must thwart and 
which can only succeed thanks to a very special protection from God, 
to whom alone belongs the power to touch the hearts and guide the 
wills of men, I have had of necessity to convince myself that it is my 
duty to do all in my power to live in the most intimate state of union 
with God that I possibly can and be resolved in consequence to be 
faithful to his grace and not give cause for grief to his spirit. As things 
stand at present, the least voluntary infidelity would seem to me a 
crime, not only because it would be displeasing to God, which doubt­
less would be the worst evil, but still more because of the consequences 
it could bring about.

I should add that since my departure from France and especially 
since I have been at Rome, the good God aids me with everything in so 
tangible a manner that I cannot see how it would be possible not to 
keep in my soul a constant feeling of gratitude which prompts me to 
praise, to bless, to thank God, Our Lord Jesus Christ, and in due pro­
portion the holy Virgin, the holy Angels and the Saints to whom I
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believe myself indebted for the protection and the consolations that are 
mine. That in no way impedes me from confessing twice a week and 
constantly finding greater or lesser reason for humbling myself before 
G od___

I will have nothing new to tell you concerning the matter for 
which I am here, until tomorrow, that is, if Cardinal Pacca, with whom 
I dined yesterday, does not forget to present to the Pope the request 
that I am trying to make to him. I have forewarned today Cardinal 
Pedicini, so that he will postpone sending the documents to the Cardi­
nal who would examine them after him, until we know whether or not 
the Pope has consented to my request . . . .

. . . Since I am at Marseilles I will endeavour to have the novitiate 
moved to that city because I will be able to give the Novice Master a 
hand and keep my eye on the students. But it would be necessary to 
adopt the practice which is observed everywhere of not letting the 
novices be in communication even with the Fathers of the Society. 
They would be entirely separated during their year of novitiate — 
segregati — doing everything in common and by themselves, except in 
church and at the table. In all the novitiates that I have seen and am 
seeing, the novices do not have a particular room. Whatever they do, 
the others do also, that is to say, at the sound of the small bell, they 
pass from the reading of Holy Scripture to that of the Rules, and so 
on. But when we have got to that point, I will give instructions to the 
one who will have charge of this . . . .

January 11. — Cardinal Pacca, being rather indisposed, has not 
been to his audience with the Pope this morning, so there is no new 
development. If he has improved on Friday, which is his second 
audience day, he will do what he would have done today; let us pray in 
the meantime for holy patience. This minor illness of Cardinal Pacca 
drags out the matter for Cardinal Pedicini has completed his study; but 
it is better to lose a few days rather than allow things to proceed in a 
manner that will become irrevocable. Ah! if the Pope would consent to 
let the examination be done only by three! But I dare not hope for this. 
Admittedly however it will be very hard to prolong my stay here indef­
initely. I have already had enough. I embrace you all.



Illness o f Cardinal Pacca. Numerous invitations to dinner. Visits the 
tomb o f St. Peter and tombs o f other Roman saints.

L.J.C.
Rome, January 13, 1826.

One must have patience in these affairs, my dear friend; I pray the 
good God to give me some so that I may not lose the merit of my 
trials. I had told you that it was agreed with Cardinal Pacca that he 
would propose, last Tuesday, that the Pope accept the examination 
made by the Cardinal ponent after the latter had conferred about it 
with him, prefect of the Congregation, before they would subsequently 
present their work to the Holy Father. But that Tuesday the Cardinal 
was indisposed and did not go to the Pope. I was hoping that matters 
would mend today and went purposely yesterday evening to the Secre­
tary of the Cardinal so as to have him remind his Eminence about the 
matter and find out at the same time if he intended to have his 
audience. I was assured that his Eminence would go and was promised 
that before midnight he would be informed of the purpose of my visit. 
This morning found me in the Secretary of State’s salon at the time I 
thought my Cardinal was with the Pope. By chance I mentioned him to 
a gentleman next to me. He assured me that the Cardinal had not left 
his house and, as I appeared to doubt his assertion, he did not fail to 
reveal that this had been prescribed by himself whence I concluded that 
it was his doctor. You can imagine the pleasure this fellow gave me 
with his verdict.

On leaving the Vatican, I sent someone to the Cardinal’s house to 
find out what the situation was; the report came back that his 
Eminence had not gone out. He suffers from occasional attacks of 
rheumatism. So if this time of year is an obstacle to his going out, and 
rheumatism is incurable, he is finished for the whole winter. That is 
how amusing the situation is. In the meantime, as Cardinal Pedicini 
finished his work several days ago, if it becomes definite that we must 
follow the usual procedure, this will be so much time lost. However the 
hope of shortening it so considerably helps me to accept this loss with 
less regret. I ought however to admit that I was not pleased with being 12
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foiled this morning and had need to go and receive the benediction of 
the most holy Sacrament in order to resign myself and not murmur. I 
had clearly proposed yesterday to Cardinal Pedicini that he go himself 
to the Pope in order to make the request that I had begged Cardinal 
Pacca to present; but he had demurred, fearing that the other Cardi­
nals of the Congregation might believe he wished to take over the 
whole affair himself. He could only decide to do so if the Cardinal 
Prefect would authorize him in writing. I praised his discretion and 
shall see tomorrow if I can persuade Cardinal Pacca to give him this 
commission. Nonetheless this makes for quite a delicate situation since 
I will seem to be weary and fed up with the first mediator. My fear is 
that while waiting, the Pope may be informed of the letter in question 
and that may cool his ardour and even prevent him from acceding to 
my proposal. We shall see, this suffices for this evening.

January 14. — I have not a great deal to add to what I told you 
yesterday. I went to see Cardinal Pacca and we agreed that if he cannot 
see the Pope on Tuesday, he will request Cardinal Pedicini in writing 
to go in his name. Let us wait then with patience until Tuesday. 
Tomorrow, I will not have time to finish my letter because I must go 
again to the Vatican to see the Cardinal Secretary of State who has 
given me an appointment; I will then visit Cardinal Pedicini to let him 
know what has been agreed with Cardinal Pacca. I will also have to see 
the Secretary of the Congregation; so I shall not post my letter until 
Tuesday when I will know if my Cardinal has decided to go up and see 
the Pope.

January 16. — Were I at Rome only to while some time pleasantly 
away in amusing myself and receiving very flattering testimonies of 
esteem and consideration from most distinguished personages, I cer­
tainly would have reason to be very satisfied for I am abashed by all 
they do for me and the the opinion of me they have kindly conceived, 
no doubt because of my label. Since the beginning of January, I have 
not dined three times at the house, I do not know when all these goings 
on will finish but I am engaged again until Thursday and on that day, 
it will be with the Cardinal of whom I have spoken to you. I do not 
know in whose company I shall find myself at his house. We’ll see. But 
that is not why I am here and I am utterly wearied by the delay which 
our affair is suffering. I have been again today to seek new strength 
and invoke abundant help on the tomb of the holy Apostles; I have 
said mass for the third time on the confession of Saint Peter and I 
confess that the good God deigned to compensate me by his grace for



the troubles that hell is fomenting against us. I invoked St. Peter with 
all my heart and he proved that he knew how to be a good patron. I 
profited from the opportunity to recommend you all most earnestly to 
God. I prayed for an ample share for all of you in the virtues and 
rewards of this great Apostle. Prayer becomes confident, I assure you, 
when one feels in the company of Jesus Christ, his Vicar, his apostles 
and first heads of the Church such as St. Linus13, etc., offering the holy 
sacrifice over bodies which have been animated by such great souls, 
over members which have touched the Saviour, from which still seems 
to spring the sacred fire of the love which handed them over to the 
torments of martyrdom, so as to confess the name of their Master, who 
also is ours! But cease! for soon there will be no more room to tell you 
that I have seen Cardinal Pacca. Alas! I dare not tell you he will see the 
Pope tomorrow; he assured me however that he would take means to 
shorten the work. He seems to be annoyed at being the cause of a delay 
which he knows is grieving me very much; but how to fend off a doc­
tor’s orders coupled with the threat of seeing the malady become incu­
rable if his prescriptions are disobeyed? I intimated mildly that I also 
had rheumatism in a thigh which I dragged along all the time on streets 
and high roads. Tomorrow I will be able at least, before sealing my 
letter, to tell you if he has gone to see the Pope or if he has stayed at 
home. If he has seen the Pope, I will not be able to give you the result 
of his visit, because I will have to put my letter in the post before his 
return from the Vatican, but please God I will be able to say that he 
has been out! I do not dare delude myself. However I have informed 
Cardinal Pedicini, who is greatly interested in the matter, so that if 
Cardinal Pacca decides to write to him, he will betake himself as 
quickly as possible to the Holy Father in order that we may at last 
have a decision. But I would prefer that Cardinal Pacca himself under­
take this mission.

January 17. — It has turned cold only two days ago and today the 
icy wind here known as the tramontana is fairly strong. This is by way 
of telling you that Cardinal Pacca will not have dared to go up to the 
Vatican. I am not yet sure of it but I expect presently, when I go round 
to his dwelling, to hear myself being told: His Eminence has not left the 
house because of the bad weather . . . .  So I am going out to learn that 
my Cardinal, intimidated by his doctor, is staying near his fireplace. I 
will put that into the margin that remains. I will use the rest of this



page to testify once more what it costs me to live in separation from 
my dear family. I embrace you at least very affectionately as well as my 
dear uncle and those of our people who are at Marseilles. Adieu.

What I had foreseen has happened, the Cardinal did not go out. It is 
however a fine day and the sun shines but it is cold. What can be done? 
No one is surprised here, affairs simply do not move any quicker than 
this. Would that there be an end of it! And these delays give time to 
others to stir up trouble, apart from the prospect that the Pope may 
fall ill again. I will write to you again in a few days. I am hastening to 
send my letter to the post although the courier of Tuesday is not so 
quick as that of Thursday.

219. [To. Fr. Tempier at Marseilles].14

Leave everything to Providence. Prayers and steps taken for the suc­
cess o f  the cause. Three cardinals instead o f eight will examine the 
Constitutions. Letters from Fr. Tempier and Bishop Fortune. Poverty 
o f those who enter the Congregation.

L.J.C.
Rome, January 20, 1826.

Let us continue to pray, my dear friend, and let us not cease to put 
our confidence in God. It is for him alone to rule and dispose all things 
according to his infinite wisdom for the greater glory of his name. I 
must admit that never in my life have I understood as well as now the 
value of self-surrender to God, never have I felt more disposed to put 
this virtue (for such it is) into practice as in the present circumstances. 
The true Christian should never dispense himself therefrom. Oh! how 
well off I now find myself through having done all I could do to make 
a habit of it. That does not prevent me from praying heartily to obtain 
what I think is good; on the contrary, I pray with more confidence, and 
with a kind of assurance that I will be heard.

You know that since my arrival at Rome, I have been offering the 
holy sacrifice for the success of our cause and never come before the 
holy sacrament without speaking of it to our Lord. I never invoke a 
saint without begging him to be our intercessor and even recite, if
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somewhat badly, certain prayers to this end such as the litanies of the 
saints and others similar. Moreover, I neglect no means that human 
prudence can suggest; I spare myself from no endeavours and allow my 
mind no rest in trying to second the designs of divine Providence. Up 
until now, everything has succeeded beyond our hopes. Yet the good 
God has permitted some alarm and has left room for some anxiety but 
he has not taken away our confidence; on the contrary, in sorrowful 
moments, prayer has taken on more tenderness and I dare say almost 
the familiarity of a child towards a father.

When I reflect on how our enterprise is going forward, I am filled 
with admiration for the goodness of God and feel carried away with 
feelings of great gratitude. Up to this moment, it all bears the mark of 
a special protection. Who could have disposed the Head of the Church 
to decide to make a unique exception for us? Who inspires him to 
perceive that all I propose to him is good? Again yesterday, to whom 
are we indebted for his having consented without the slightest diffi­
culty to dispense me from the interminable examination of eight Car­
dinals, whom it would perhaps have been difficult to induce to aban­
don for our sake a system adopted for all the others, and authorize 
Cardinal Pacca to hold in his house a small congregation of three Car­
dinals, that is to say, to take on another Cardinal who, with Cardinal 
Pedicini and the secretary Archbishop of the Congregation, will give 
their judgement on the book and report on it directly to the Holy 
Father? It is God, master of all hearts, moved by the powerful media­
tion of his son, Our Lord. Thus the matter now stands, dear friend, 
whence you will understand how much it has been simplified. Now it is 
up to Cardinal Pacca to convoke at his house, whenever he wishes, his 
little congregation. Although he is rather slow, it cannot drag on much 
longer. I hope that Cardinal Pallotta, who has been chosen, will not 
have opinions other than the one giving the report. I perhaps will learn 
something between now and the departure of the mail.

January 21. — Not having been able to dispense myself from 
attending the requiem which took place here today as in France on the 
21st, the time suitable for visiting our Cardinals was spent at St. Louis. 
So you will only know from my first letter when our commission will 
meet; at this point several days more or less will not make much differ­
ence to our business. I will not, however, let them go to sleep. In the 
meantime, I will express, or rather I cannot express, the pleasure given 
me by your very ample letter, just the kind I like, about the family. 
Although you only acknowledge receipt of my letter of the 22nd, I



understand from a note added to that from my uncle, that you have 
also received mine of the 25th; I am not sure if I am wrong about the 
date, at least I wish to speak of that which gives you details of my 
audience; you must indeed have received it by the 8th or before; your 
number 7 is of that date. I knew in advance how pleased you would be 
and certainly the news I sent to you was such as to overwhelm you all 
with the keenest joy; my subsequent letters must have lessened this 
feeling by their oscillation between fear and hope that I scrupulously 
conveyed to you in order to keep you always abreast of all phases of 
our gripping story . . . .

January 22. — I would wish you not to overlook a matter which 
preoccupies me constantly and that is that no one of our company has 
a penny and that the day when certain sources will dry up, it will be 
quite perplexing to know how to feed and clothe so many people; I 
know that we must count on divine Providence as Christian wisdom 
counsels us. That is why my purpose has always been to set aside a 
fund which could furnish the most pressing necessities of life, not of 
course with a thought of hoarding, but in order to supplement the 
endowments that all Congregations have in all countries of the world, 
for should it happen one day that we are reduced to mass stipends, 
there will not be enough to keep our communities going. If we were to 
use this money for building, that would reduce us to zero. Think well 
on this, for those who give themselves to God in our company have a 
right to have their needs looked after. If they have brought nothing 
with them, that is not their fault; it was with our knowledge and 
consent.

Say to my dear and good uncle that I am very grateful for the few 
words he kindly adds to your letters; I am not writing directly to him 
so as not to add needless expense, but he knows how much I love him 
and how much it costs me to be far from him. Affairs move slowly here 
and yet how indebted I am to the Holy Father for having reduced my 
routine by more than two thirds, without counting the obstacles and 
difficulties which would have multiplied in proportion with the number 
of voters; it means at least three months saved and mountains 
removed. Problems still remain and I shall not cry victory until the day 
when I shall hold the palm in my hand, that is to say, the brief, should 
I succeed in obtaining it.

I embrace you, my good and dear friend, with all my heart. I kiss 
the hands of my uncle and greet all who are so deserving of this 
remembrance on my part. Adieu.



220. [To. Fr. Suzanne at Nimes].15

Regrets having to remain at Rome while the Oblates have so much to 
do. The conduct o f the Bishop o f Gap is inexplicable.

Rome, January 25, 1826.

Alas! I can only watch over you from afar. Judge for yourself how 
resigned I need to be to bear with patience the sight of myself here 
going from one engagement to another, from dinner with his Eminence 
to that of His Excellency, from Cardinals to Ambassadors, from Mon­
seigneurs to Ministers, from Prelates to Dukes, while my whole, dear 
family is in the field, at grips with hell, giving themselves over to stren­
uous toil, to all manner of hardships and pains. I can only offer to God 
my boredom . . . .

The conduct of the Bishop of Gap is inexplicable. For him it is 
only a question that is quite simple: if something does not suit you, do 
not use it. What is the good of frightening judges who, situated 300 
leagues away, can easily be given a false impression and be afraid of an 
opposition which is certainly not going to materialize? That is the situa­
tion. One must admit that the demon has employed a means very suit­
able to allow him to attain his ends, that of using a bishop to snuff out 
the good that he has so many reasons to fear. Let us pray to God that 
the enemy may not prevail, but you will understand that, in spite of 
doing my utmost to stay resigned, I cannot help having some very 
distressing moments . . . .

221. [To. Fr. Tempier at Marseilles].16

Slowness o f Cardinal Pacca, prefect o f the Sacred Congregation o f  
Bishops and Regulars. Letters o f Bishop Arbaud opposing the appro­
bation o f the Rules. Carnival. The three Cardinals will meet at the 
beginning o f  Lent. Write every week. Expenses. Worn-out clothing. 
German Brothers.
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L.J.C.
Rome, January 28, 1826.

Here, my dear Tempier, is still another week lost, thanks to the 
slowness of this good Cardinal Pacca. It was on the feast of Saint 
Peter’s Chair, that is to say, the 18th, if I am not mistaken, that the 
Holy Father granted, when he requested it on my behalf, that he meet 
with two other Cardinals and the Secretary Archbishop of the Congre­
gation, to examine the matter in question: and now today, the 28th, he 
has not yet passed on this sovereign decision to those who are simply 
waiting for the word to despatch the matter promptly. For that I have 
been running errands galore, without counting all the trouble I took in 
getting him to make my representations to the Pope! In the meantime, 
the enemy wastes no time. He writes letter after letter and finally sends 
a memorandum to dissuade them from making the decision that we 
request. Judge for yourself the effect produced by such opposition, 
while those who have presented similar affairs before me have all been 
supported by a great number of Bishops who were certainly not as 
obliged towards them as this one who acts against us so furiously. I am 
fully certain that, without this unseemly opposition, we would have 
gained everything with ease: first, because the Pope had pronounced 
himself in the clearest and most categoric manner; then because the 
Cardinal ponent was perfectly amenable to our views; the Cardinal 
prefect, briefed by frequent interviews with me, would not have had an 
opinion other than that of the Cardinal ponent; the Secretary, who had 
taken things amiss before having seen me, yielded to my reasons easily 
and with such good grace that, without my requesting him, he 
informed the Pope about the matter in a very favourable light, found 
the Holy Father still in the same frame of mind, and brought from his 
audience a favourable report which he read to me; and lastly, because 
the third Cardinal was of our choice, a friend of the ponent, and dis­
posed to accept his report. Now, what can we hope after all the com­
motion that has been made and does not cease to be made by this man 
whom the demon is using to ruin our cause? The first protestations did 
not make a great impression; but they tell me so much about how he 
persists in prosecuting us that I cannot help being seized with some 
fear, not because they find his reasons sound, on the contrary, they 
look pitiful to everybody but because they think twice before indispos­
ing him and those in whose name he speaks.

Who would have expected that from this man whom we believed 
to be a friend of our work and of our Society? If the good God permits



that, in spite of his ruses and his efforts, we attain our ends, we can 
consider this success as the greatest miracle of its kind which has hap­
pened, and this trial can shine amongst those which have always been 
met by those in whose steps we are following; for undoubtedly they 
have been faced with opposition and difficulty but they were not of this 
kind; on the contrary, they have always been supported before the 
Holy See by those who persecute us for having done them too much 
good. In effect, it is not those who do not owe us anything, those for 
whose sake we have not exuded a drop of sweat, who pursue us; no, it 
is those to whom we have devoted ourselves for ten years of exorbitant 
labours, of all manner of privations, of sacrificing our health and our 
lives. Disgusting!

However pained I am by conduct so little in keeping with justice, 
so contrary to the spirit of religion, of which the consequences can be 
so prejudicial for the glory of God, the edification of the Church and 
the salvation of souls, I do not say with any less devotion the Pater, 
which covers all we ought to ask in these circumstances, as always; that 
the name of God be hallowed, that his will be done, that he pardon us 
as we pardon others, that he deliver us from evil, that he protect us 
against the demon, that he does not permit our trials and temptations 
to be beyond our strength. I willingly add also that the Lord enables 
me to bear with resignation the boredom of my sojourn here and the 
tiresome tasks I am obliged to perform. I

I have just seen Cardinal Pacca. He told me that he was most 
desirous of seeing the matter terminated, all the more so because that is 
what the Holy Father intends; but as one of the Cardinals he had 
chosen is somewhat ill, he wanted to see Cardinal Pedicini in order to 
choose another. Knowing that Cardinal Pedicini greatly favours that 
this sick Cardinal be assigned, I begged Cardinal Pacca to stay with his 
first choice. He gave me hope that they would meet at the beginning of 
Lent; today is the beginning of the Carnival here and while I write, the 
whole city is al Corso to see the horse races which take place three 
times a week until Lent. So the verdict has been given, I will be obliged 
to remain here until Lent. My God, what a penance! It will be no 
problem to observe the detestable fasting they practice here, because of 
the soapy oil with which they sauce everything but, after three months 
of absence, not to be able to see the end of my exile, is too much! At 
least write to me regularly each week. You are a little behind this time, 
for I suppose you must have received three of my letters since the last 
letter you wrote me on the 18th. I sympathize with you in regard to



your numerous and very serious occupations but you must make this 
effort for me, it is my unique consolation.

I have sent to my uncle, by sea, a plaster bust of the ruling Pope; 
it is done by a great master and the resemblance is perfect. I saw one in 
the Cardinal Secretary of State’s rooms and was struck by it. I seemed 
to see him as on the day of my famous audience. I immediately 
thought of sending one to my uncle so that he might place it on the 
console in his salon. But, as nothing is easy here, I had to run errand 
after errand to get it loaded rather poorly on the ship which is to carry 
it to Marseilles. There being no more space, I had to be satisfied with 
leaving it on the deck, fortunately well crated, but at quite a cost as I 
well know. Had I not been sure that sending it would please my uncle, 
it would have annoyed me to do it, so much do I find the prices exorbi­
tant for all these things.

Today I drew 100 piastres from the representative of M. Cailhol 
and Co.

The letter M. Regnier gave me for M. Torlonia was of great value 
in procuring many courtesies from this banker who is a very rich lord, 
since he has bought the dukedom of Bracciano and he extends, one 
must say, the honours of Rome. He has had me twice to dinner, while 
M. Civrani has shown me politeness only with words. But I dared not 
ask Torlonia for the slight sum of 100 Roman crowns. So it is from M. 
Civrani that I have drawn them. I will ask my uncle to account for this 
with Messrs. Cailhol and Verdillon.

With this money I have paid my debts, that is to say, two months 
board in the house where I lodge. Although I do not eat here half the 
time, they make me pay 4 paules per day. The chocolate is at my 
expense when I wish to have some; that depends on my rounds. I pay 
the laundry and they furnish me oil for my lamp. It would not be dear 
if I ate every day at the house but this month I have taken meals fifteen 
times elsewhere. It is my clothes that give me trouble. You should see 
the care I take with them. I take advantage of the dry weather to use 
my old britches which have holes at both knees, between the legs, 
before and behind, but the soutane covers all. When it rains, I have to 
lift up this coverall and thus let them see too much. I have too many 
half shirts but as for my stockings, they are a torment. Every time I 
pull them on I cannot help making holes in them. Were I not obliged 
to appear every day before some Cardinal or other, I would not put off 
my old cassock, of which my fine cloak hides the creases. I put it on in



the morning before going out. It takes nothing less than love of poverty 
to make me dress three times a day for in the evening, when I return, I 
change once more. It is because I am afraid I am apparelled for only 
half the time I will be here.

I am keeping for tomorrow the other side of this paper in the hope 
of receiving something from you. In the meantime, I entertain you with 
these frivolous matters by way of recreation. Thus I join in the Carni­
val by chatting with you as though you were present. When will the 
day come when it will no longer be a fiction! Adieu, until tomorrow.

January 29. — The post has arrived and has brought me no letters 
from you. Yet I was counting at least on one for I am quite right in 
supposing that you have been able to reply to three of my letters, those 
of the first, third and fifth of January. I receive your letters on the 
tenth day, which is not surprising, since they do not take longer from 
Paris; if mine reach you as soon as that, you will have received my 
three letters by the 15th; it is now the 29th so you will have had four 
days to reply to the last, and proportionately more to reply to the other 
two; I have since written you on the 11th or 12th, the 17th, the 22nd 
and the 26th. Check if this is correct, not counting my letters to 
Suzanne of the 12th and the 26th. Well, we will just wait patiently for 
the next post. But it is hard on me to be thus disappointed. If you 
knew how anxiously I count the days and even, I must say, the min­
utes. To know that you would have to feel what it is like to find your­
self three hundred leagues from your family, with no one near you who 
represents it, and with whom you can converse about it. Nevertheless I 
do not intend to make reproaches to you because I know your posi­
tion, especially since at the moment you have to look after the hospital 
sisters. While they are being persecuted at Marseilles, the Pope is set­
tling some of them here and encouraging them in every way. I do not 
know who is mostly to blame, the administrators or the ministers, 
especially the one who has the duty of devoting himself entirely to the 
defense of these heroines of Christian charity.

The Brother who serves me would very much wish to follow me: 
he is still only a novice, twenty years of age and a cobbler by trade. He 
is a charming boy who understands how to sew a little and knows how 
to make an omelette. It is repugnant to my sense of delicacy to consent 
to his wishes; but it is hard for us not to have any Brothers, while here 
they have a surfeit of them. Amongst others, they have three Germans 
worth a fortune. One is a carpenter, the other a cook, the third a tailor.



I do not know why we have none of these good Germans in France. As 
for the French, one knows why they are not to be found: it is because 
young people inclined to enter religious life, seeing that they can be 
admitted into the ecclesiastical state without money and without a tal­
ent, let themselves be tempted to make this deal . . . .

Speak to me a little about the house. Cardinal Pacca wishes me to 
give him an excerpt of the letter which Suzanne has written to me, in 
order to read it to the Pope. My God! when will we be home free? . . . 
Adieu, I embrace you as well as my uncle and our Fathers.

222. [To Fr. Courtes at Aix].17

Reasons for this letter. Advice on the subject o f Fr. Suzanne, chaplain 
o f the hospital, Fr. Bernard, etc. Youth Sodality. Painting o f Blessed 
Alphonse o f Liguori. Care o f the novices.

[Rome] February 2, 1826.

. . . Perhaps it would be more in keeping with strict poverty to 
deprive myself of the pleasure of writing to you and thus spare you the 
postal charge for my letter, knowing besides that you are not deprived 
of my news, since Father Tempier takes care to give you them and even 
to pass on to you my letters. But apart from that being a case of insist­
ing a little too much on perfection in that virtue, even had I no other 
reason to write you than the mutual pleasure of a correspondence that 
is legitimate, you are superior of the most interesting house of our 
Society, you have under your direction the hope of the Company, you 
are one of the principal members of the family, so it is lawful for me to 
write you from time to time directly, and I do it without scruple and 
with all the satisfaction that I always feel in all my relations with you 
whom it has been my habit and happiness to love since almost from 
the time you began to exist.

. . .  I am glad that Fr. Suzanne has been able to fulfill the func­
tions of chaplain at the hospital of Aix . . . .  You must also watch 
carefully over the health of this child who is not too strong and oblige 
him to notify you when he finds himself too tired. However holy and 
meritorious this ministry may be, it is not one of our obligations, and

17 YENVEUX, II, 35, 65; IV, 126, 167; VI, 64; VIII, 71; REY, I, 377.



also you know better than anyone that we took on this charge only 
under duress; I am quite afraid that we may have much trouble getting 
rid of it and that the favourable occasion that you and I seek may 
never come during the episcopate of our Lord the Archbishop.

. . .  You have Bernard near you, look after his health which is 
delicate, but do not leave him idle; have him exert himself at writing 
sermons, take advantage of his ability and freshness of imagination but 
also insist that he study a little theology every day and acquire familiar­
ity with all the best authors, in a word, cultivate him; by being a little 
methodical, one gets a lot done. Make this your objective, I count on 
you.

. . . Since you speak to me of the Sacred Heart and the nomina­
tion for the new prefectship, as well as of the painting that you are 
going to order, I must say you have done very well but take care lest 
they think this dignity is for life, and let them pray the good God that 
Mme. de La Fare18 last out the year of her mandate. Reflect before 
inscribing the names of the two who preceded her. You must arrange 
matters so that there is no interval when the Congregation has been 
without a head, this would be to show openly our negligence. What 
you tell me of the project of the painting by M. Clairian pleases me. 
There is every likelihood that within a year the blessed Liguori will be 
canonized. The engraving that we have of his apotheosis will have 
helped to give some idea to the painter. My advice would be, in the 
absence of a better, that to attain two ends in one, one might show the 
Sacred Heart in glory with the Saint in the foreground of the painting 
as the principal personage and with the attributes proper to him; it 
should be remarked that if he is shown on earth, it is necessary to 
retain his appearance as an old man with his head bowed upon his 
chest. If they decide on something else, and show him rising towards 
heaven, they will then be free to represent him otherwise because the 
resurrection heals from all deformities those who are called to reign in

18 Fr. Rey writes: [Fr. de Mazenod] is not forgetful of the works to which he had 
devoted his first years in the apostolate: the Sodality of Youth at Aix, the Sodality in 
honour of the Sacred Heart, the cult of devotion towards the Blessed Liguori” (p. 377). 
Madame de La Fare was probably in charge of the Sodality in honour of the Sacred 
Heart. The Sodality of Youth had as prefect in 1826 M. Biesson (Assembly of December 
26, 1825) and in 1827, M. de Fourbelle (Assembly of December 26, 1826); cf.: Register of 
proceedings, pp. 101, 103, Rome, Archives of the Postulation DM VIII 2 b.



heaven. The essential thing is to characterize him in a manner that he 
will not be taken for a Saint Augustine or a Saint Francis of Sales.

What shall I say about the Sodality for the young men? It is what 
jealousy and hatred of good have made of it. But as long as it remains, 
the succession of prefects must continue. Here I see all kinds which 
have more the spirit of piety than ours. With the Philippines, the 
Jesuits and others, they take the discipline in a Sodality three times a 
week. No one runs away because of that.

[Our novices] still do not have the spirit of our Society, they must 
be formed in obedience, self-abnegation, love of poverty and in quite a 
number of other virtues unknown in the seminaries where they have 
lived until now. The hope of the Society depends on the good use of 
time in the novitiate, and I will not back down from that. I will not 
hesitate to sacrifice everything for this prime need of the Company; so 
much the worse for these schoolboys on probation; I am sorry that 
their progress will be slowed down but let them go elsewhere for 
instruction if they want to advance more quickly. We will take them 
back when they have learned what they need to enter novitiate. I con­
clude by recommending that you refrain from doing what you say tires 
you out even if the schoolboys have to suffer; and you must not count 
for a long time either on Riccardi or on Reynier whom I will not allow 
to leave novitiate until they are really trained in the religious spirit.

223. [To Fr. Tempier at Marseilles].19

The congregation o f  three cardinals will be held on Wednesday, Febru­
ary 15. Slowness o f  Cardinal Pacca, preciseness o f Cardinal Pedicini, 
illness o f Cardinal Pallotta. A cure due to the prayers o f Fr. Albini 
during the mission o f Noyers. Health o f Bishop Fortune de Mazenod. 
Work on the house o f Calvary at Marseilles in view o f establishing the 
novitiate there.

L.J.C.
Rome, February 11, 1826.

My worries begin once more, my dear Tempier, in regard to how 
our affairs are progressing, for they are underway now after a month of 
stagnation. The day before yesterday, I did my customary rounds for

19 Missions O.M.I., 1872, 235-241; YENVEUX, VII, 90; VIII, 41; REY, I, 374.



the hundredth time; this time it was rewarding. Having learned that the 
Bishop of Ancyra was actually with Cardinal Pacca, I hied myself to 
where this Eminence lives; but before going up to his antichamber, I 
entered his secretariate to write a couple of words which I requested his 
chamberlain to put in his hands immediately. This was done. I said to 
the Cardinal in this note that since my Lord the Secretary was actually 
in his study, I begged him to give the necessary instructions so that the 
particular Congregation which was to be held in his house might begin 
its work. The reply came back that all would be arranged as I desired. 
This morning, on returning to the sacristy after my mass, I found Car­
dinal Pedicini had sent a servant to ask me to come to him. This good 
Cardinal, a man very punctilious in doing what he is bound in con­
science to do, had been grieved over the slowness with which our affair 
was being dealt; to his delight, he had now received the official letter 
for which he had been waiting so long and wished to tell me that he 
had promptly sent the dossier to Cardinal Pallotta and that I should go 
as soon as possible to see that Cardinal.

I did not lose a minute; on coming out of Cardinal Pedicini’s 
house, I had myself conveyed immediately to that of Cardinal Pallotta. 
His chamberlain, of a kind usually annoyed by petitioners, received me 
frigidly and told me that his Eminence, being somewhat affected by a 
cold, had not yet got out of bed. I insisted on knowing when I could 
see him; the man had no idea. However, as I said that I had come on 
behalf of Cardinal Pedicini, the chamberlain replied, still with the same 
hauteur, that Cardinal Pallotta had just written to Cardinal Pedicini to 
request a document which he was lacking, and that I could try and 
return at ten o’clock in the evening to see his Eminence. At Rome I 
was not used to being treated so curtly, and so I was not at all happy; 
and, if I didn’t have to deal with this Cardinal and foresee that I will 
have to return to this icy person who is responsible for bringing mat­
ters and persons to his master’s attention, I would have perhaps shown 
him that I did not consider such coldness of manner very polite. In any 
event, I footed it back to Cardinal Pedicini and related my misadven­
ture to him. He was replying to the letter of Cardinal Pallotta. The 
latter was right, he had not received the letter of notification and had 
requested at least for a copy of that written to Cardinal Pedicini. I 
offered to his Eminence to be bearer of his reply in the hope that it 
would serve as passport to enter the sanctuary of Cardinal Pallotta; 
but, before leaving my Cardinal, who always receives me with open 
arms, I amused him a little with my remarks about the Cerberus that 
Pallotta had placed in his antichamber.



As I returned thither, I took a round about way so as to give him 
time to get up. A superfluous precaution. Though it was almost noon 
when I arrived, he was still in bed, though that had not prevented him 
from giving audience to the gentleman who is his auditor. I hoped that 
he would not be disinclined to show himself also to me in his night cap. 
But no. The letter I had brought was taken in to him. I was not 
informed if he had expressed his thanks. The chamberlain did not even 
give me the hope of seeing him at ten o’clock; I nearly showed my 
annoyance but refrained so as not to spoil matters. Instead, I offered to 
God all this stalling, running to and fro, and being blocked in anti­
chambers which is the hardest penance possible to impose on me. I am 
so little deterred that I will try again today to see this invisible man; at 
least I will present myself, at his door at ten o’clock and this will be the 
third time in one day. All this makes me feel sorry I did not ask for 
another cardinal but the Cardinal ponent seems less doubtful of this 
one than of any of the others; he counts on him to adopt the position 
without any discussion. Any of the others would give more or less 
anxiety and it was this that prevents me from making any move to 
choose another. At last we are on the way; Wednesday has been set for 
this congregation at the house of the Cardinal prefect, at least if Cardi­
nal Pallotta does not find the intervening time too short. It was in 
order to persuade him to the contrary that I desired so much to see 
him before he had time to become discouraged by the large volume he 
is condemned to read.

I have put the originals of our rescripts in the hands of the Cardi­
nal ponent, these documents being made in order to impress. Happily 
they were what I concerned myself with obtaining first as today I 
would have run out of time; poor Bishop Caprano is now prey to a 
serious illness which has even caused alarm for his life and his conva­
lescence therefrom will be very long. If I had not got hold of my pa­
pers, I could well have left without obtaining them. I have transcribed 
for you, I think, the whole content of these rescripts. The first thing 
asked was for a prorogation of seven years of the plenary indulgence 
granted by Pius VII and its extension to all the places where we give 
missions. I thought that a rescript which costs nothing would suffice 
for the purpose I have in mind while a brief would have cost dearly. 
On Monday I will return to Cardinal Pedicini’s and copy this article to 
send you, as a precaution.

I did not fail to make known an account of the miracle and it 
must have been put before the Pope. Everyone is enthused about it. If



things have happened as you were told, it is a remarkable favour for 
our Society; for it seems that the good God allowed that it be prompted 
by the prayers of one of us, coupled with the powerful intercession of 
him who deserves to be heard pro sua reverentia that this miracle was 
granted. I discreetly made this reflection in the excerpt which I wrote to 
be placed under the eyes of the Pope.20

Believe me, I am never without anxiety for the health of my uncle. 
These frequent head colds cannot be other than alarming because they 
show a propensity for congestion to lodge in the chest and as he obsti­
nately refuses to take regular, daily exercise (for taking a walk every 
eight days is nothing), I fear that this congestion will finish by accumu­
lating to the point when it will no longer dissolve. Insist again that he 
goes for walks. The reason he gives for not wishing to disturb any of us 
is worthless because at the most, there would be no great inconvenience 
to have him accompanied sometimes by his servant, while choosing the 
side roads and the country round about. Everyone follows this rule 
here and certainly they have more occupations than elsewhere, but 
there are times when one must avoid all business. I hope you will per­
suade him to eat well and that he takes something in the morning. At 
seventy-eight years of age, he is no longer obliged to fast, much less 
than a strong young man of twenty. Give me exact news about him 
every time you write and do not wait fifteen days as you have done this 
time.

February 12. — My third journey to the residence of Cardinal 
Pallotta has not been any more successful than the two others. This 
time he was with his confessor. His chamberlain was instructed to tell 
me that his Eminence was indisposed and could not see me until Tues­
day, the eve of the congregation, to which he had been convoked. 
There was no way to get another word out of this doorkeeper. He had 
received his orders; one must abide by them. “I would have thought,” 
said I, “that my Lord the Cardinal would have been pleased to receive 
some verbal explanations on the subject with which he is going to be 
concerned.” “He will receive you on Tuesday.” That was simply his 
response. I had taken my precautions in advance so that this bizarre 
manner of proceeding did not upset me at all; I descended the stairs

20 The cure of a man who had been struck dumb after having blasphemed against 
the Mission of Noyers (Lower Alps). He was cured during a Mass which Fr. Albini 
celebrated, cf.: letter of Fr. Tempier to Fr. de Mazenod, January 23, 1826. Orig. Vatican, 
Secret Archives, rubr. 283, 1826.



laughing up my sleeve. Yet I was annoyed that this Cardinal wishes 
to see me only on the eve of the congregation for I wanted very much 
to converse with him to ward off the misgivings that could be planted 
in his mind by the letters to be found in the bundle which they call here 
the position. I remain still more annoyed at not having asked for 
another Cardinal, but what makes me refrain is that he suits the Cardi­
nal ponent more than the others. I have to presume that he thinks that 
this one will concur with his report. So I will be on tenterhooks until 
Tuesday and Wednesday. Ah! dear friend, it is much better to preach 
missions, much better even to endure the boredom of the grand vicar- 
ship than be immersed in the sorry demands of what I have to do here. 
The blessed Alphonse was in an even more trying position, several 
times during his life. I invoke him now to obtain patience and success 
at last, for all these pains and pricks will be nothing if we finish by 
obtaining what we ask. What you propose to me in regard to getting 
the Pope to sign what he has approved viva voce is not feasible. At 
Rome we are slaves of red tape. We have to go through the mill. Let us 
wait then for the result of the congregation on Wednesday; if I learn it 
in time, I will send it to you in Thursday’s post. If I do not write you 
that day, do not worry; it will be proof that I will not have known the 
result by then and I will send you news in the Sunday post, the 19th. In 
keeping you posted day by day, it is as if you were here.

I think you are likely to be busy finishing the house so that we can 
have the novitiate there if we definitely choose to transfer it to Mar­
seilles; but I cannot overdo it in reminding you to keep to simplicity 
and strict necessity. I have here under my regard fine examples. Should 
it be so necessary that the novices have mattresses on their beds? Alas! 
should we not refrain from having them ourselves? Rather than 
mattresses, I would complete our stock with a supply of good but 
coarse linen for bed sheets, towels, serviettes and dusters (we should go 
without table cloths as at Aix) a small set of kitchen utensils, books 
and the chapel. After that, let us begin to restitute what the Society has 
furnished for several years because it is urgent that we assure ourselves 
of having on our side some sort of annual fund for the needs of the 
members of the Society, if only to provide them with food and 
clothing, for I see the time is coming when Digne and Gap will no 
longer contribute anything and then what shall we do? Do not over­
look that in all the plans that you might form.

Finally I would wish you to invest some twelve thousand francs 
belonging to my uncle in government bonds after taking previous



advice; that would make a revenue of 600 francs for him to employ for 
the education of his grandnephews. As he firmly intends to make me 
his heir, you should purchase these bonds in my name. It is useless to 
let this money rot in coffers without earning anything, when there are 
so many bills and so little revenue. You must take advantage of the 
first decline in value and even if the purchase were only to be at 5%, 
you should take it rather than keep money idle with so many mouths 
depending on it. I embrace you all. Adieu.

224. [To Fr. Tempier at Marseilles].21

The Rules are approved. Gratitude to God. Providence has directed the 
steps o f the Founder. Visit to Cardinal Pallotta who made several 
remarks about the Rules. The Congregation o f the Cardinals takes 
place while Fr. de Mazenod prays at the church o f St. Mary in Campi- 
telli Corrections made with Arch. Marchetti.

L.J.C.
Rome, February 16, 1826.

Hush! dear Tempier, I speak to you softly yet loud enough for 
you to hear. Yesterday, the 15th of the month of February of the year 
of grace 1826, the Congregation of Cardinals, assembled under the 
presidency of Cardinal Pacca, prefect, has unanimously approved the 
Rules, except for slight modifications proposed by the Cardinal 
ponent, the judgement of the Congregation being that our Holy Father 
the Pope grant the brief of approbation in good and due form. 
Although this is a signal grace that the Lord is granting us, one that 
calls for our entire gratitude, I think it is opportune to put limits on the 
exterior tributes of our rightful sentiments and to defer manifesting 
them until our Holy Father will have approved the decision of the 
Congregation and will have ordered the brief to be sent. Once the brief 
has been made and the operation, in consequence, achieved, then no 
bounds other than what moderation and prudence will dictate. While 
waiting, nevertheless, make arrangements so that God may be thanked, 
either by those whom you ought to bring into your confidence or by 
others besides, as your wisdom sees fit. Let us acknowledge that the 
conduct of divine Providence in this matter has been admirable and

2i Missions 1872, 241-247; REY, I, 380-381; RAMBERT, I, 444-445.



that none of us should ever become oblivious of how evident his pro­
tection has been. Perhaps never in matters like this has anyone seen 
hearts, of which God has decidedly shown himself to be master, 
disposed as they have been. First, that of the Sovereign Pontiff, and 
then that of everyone who has had to deal with this matter. All my 
steps, all my overtures seemed guided by a supernatural light which led 
me to do and say precisely what was necessary to please, to persuade. 
One could say of me, as of Esther, in regard to each of those with 
whom I had to deal: Placuit ei et invenit gratiam in conspectu illius.21. 
It is true that I have always put all my confidence in the goodness of 
God. As I have told you, I offered the holy sacrifice every day for this 
intention; I constantly invoked the holy Virgin and all the saints, but 
especially the sovereign Mediator, to whose glory all our intentions are 
directed; and I ought to avow, if ever I have prayed as much, never 
have I prayed with so much consolation (effect of an absolute but filial 
confidence) to the point of speaking to our Lord as I dare believe I 
would have done had I had the happiness of living when he moved 
about this earth to spread his goodness and grant to each what he 
asked. It was especially at communion, when our divine Saviour is on 
the point of giving us the utmost proof of his love that I was prompted 
to abandon myself to all the sentiments that his divine presence and the 
immensity of his mercy, never better felt than when I see him not 
disdaining a sinner like me, inspired at that precious moment in my 
miserable soul. These same sentiments were renewed when I presented 
myself before him to adore him, whether at my hour of adoration, 
whether on appearing before him as I left or entered the house, still 
again on visits I tried to make often during the Forty Hours, or in 
other churches where the holy Sacrament was exposed. But I ought to 
let you know that such confidence and sentiments were all due, after 
the grace which inspired them, to the thought that I was asking some­
thing in keeping with the will of God, apt to procure his glory, the 
salvation of souls and the good of the Church, and also because I 
regarded myself as the interpreter of all of you and because I felt, so to 
speak, borne along by the prayers, merits and works of the whole 
Society.

Now that I have dilated a little my heart, I am going to resume the 
flow of events of which I take care to render you an account with 
scrupulous and minute fidelity. 22

22 Esther, 7, 3: Si invent gratiam in oculis tuis, o rex, et si tibi placet



I think I told you that Cardinal Pallotta had put me off until 
Tuesday at ten o’clock. I went punctually to this appointment. I was 
introduced immediately into the apartment of his Eminence who 
received me with every sign of a most amiable politeness. He made 
excuses to me for having obliged me to return three times to his house, 
put the blame for it on his chamberlain, and showed me how pleased 
he was to make my acquaintance. He told me that although they had 
only given him two days to examine our affair, he had hastened to read 
the whole position from one end to the other; that he was very satis­
fied, but had made a few small observations that he was going to sub­
mit to me, yet I ought not to take them amiss because, other than they 
were of minor detail, this care and scrupulousness would give, on the 
contrary, new weight to the thing and show forth more its worth. I 
liked his reasons and read with him the remarks he had formulated. I 
replied to some of them and left to the Congregation the matter of 
doing justice to the others. The first concerned the title. I was sure that 
they would not be adopted. He would have wished to correct the arcta 
via in fear that this exigency might frighten those we wanted to con­
vert; I replied that all the rest as a whole proved sufficiently the mild­
ness of the direction that we proposed to follow, but I did not insist, 
knowing quite well that they would reconsider it at the Congregation. 
He would not have wished it to be supposed that there are bad priests, 
and launched into a long argument about this based on the words: 
Nolite tangere Christos meos.23 He disapproved of something else that 
I proved to him to be textually in the Rule of the Blessed Alphonse. 
Finally, he would not have wished that the Brothers reiterate three 
times the same object; so I explained it. I made him appreciate the 
fittingness and based it on the practice of the Brothers of the Christian 
Schools. He objected also to the provision for making known to the 
superior the imperfections which would be perceived, and wished espe­
cially the suppression of the written exception that this does not apply 
to what became known through confession. I replied also to that with 
reasons and examples. Not content with having done it verbally that 
evening, I put it in writing the next day, which was yesterday, and I 
handed him this paper before the Congregation. You would have 
laughed at the indifference with which he told me: “There is, in the 
position, a letter, etc.” I explained to him the motive behind this on a

23 Ps. 104, 15 and I. Par. 16,22: “Do not touch my anointed.



tone which matched his and which showed that I gave it no more 
importance than he did.

We spoke then of the good that our dear companions are doing 
and he was affected by the account that I gave him of their work, and 
justly remarked, on the subject of the miraculous cure of the dumb 
man struck by God, that it was nothing in comparison with the mira­
cles of conversion operated in souls. I withdrew very pleased with him, 
and he appeared quite satisfied with me, for as he accompanied me, he 
tapped me on the cheek as a sign of friendship, which Cardinal Pedi- 
cini had not failed to do for his part, so as to show the interest he took 
in me, on the second or third time I went to see him. I do not know if, 
to complete my account of that evening, I ought to tell you that Cardi­
nal Pallotta, apparently as a crowning touch, announced to me that I 
would be a Bishop; I smiled at this proposal, not believing I was 
obliged to tell him why nothing would ever come of this.

Yesterday I did not waste a minute. I said Mass early, and then 
visited Cardinal Pedicini to inform him of Cardinal Pallotta’s remarks 
and my replies to them. From there I called on the Archbishop of 
Ancyra, and without drawing breath, hurried on to tell Cardinal Pacca 
that I would be waiting in the church of Santa Maria in Campitelli, 
opposite his palace, while the Congregation was in session. Coming 
out, I asked them to send me word when the meeting ended; they for­
got, so I had time to hear nine Masses. However I assure you that, 
being prepared for a long wait, I did not find the time long at all; on 
the contrary, I was quite happy in this beautiful church, occupied as 
one would wish to be occupied always. However, when I realized it was 
impossible that the Cardinals should still be in session, I left the 
church. It was one o’clock. In fact, the meeting had ended more than 
an hour earlier. I waited till evening to get some news of the result 
from the Archbishop Secretary. As he was not in the first time I called, 
I returned later, and, with his usual goodwill towards me, he told me 
everything had gone wonderfully well, and the Congregation had 
approved, with some modifications which he would put before me. We 
set to work immediately, and continued to work for more than two 
hours. He wielded the pen and wrote down our determinations with his 
own hand. You will find these on the original which I shall keep; I shall 
leave a copy here, I must have one made tomorrow.

No one can deny that Cardinal Pedicini has done his share of the 
work conscientiously. Judging by the notes he made, he must have 
studied the matter with the greatest possible care. We have, however,



changed some things which the Congregation left to us to explain. It 
would take too long to give you the details, they do not concern any 
essential point, merely some points which are inexact, or which he con­
sidered inexact. For instance, it says in the Preface that sinners, by 
their ingratitude, etc., have filled up the measure; this expression had to 
be changed because it is too positive on a matter which we cannot 
know with certainty, and it seems to set limits to the mercy of God, 
and so on. The Archbishop Secretary and I will finish the work this 
evening and the conclusion of the Congregation will probably be pre­
sented to the Holy Father at tomorrow evening’s audience. You can see 
that things are moving, but much remains to be done. I must stop now 
and snatch a quick dinner. I’ll finish this letter afterwards if I have time 
to catch the post.

Although I have dined in ten minutes, my watch makes me fearful of 
missing the post. I can still keep writing to you for a quarter of an hour 
but not more, for it would not be right to risk a delay of three days in 
your receiving the interesting news that I am giving you. Your letter of 
the 6th has arrived while I have been writing to you. I have no time to 
reread it but certainly, if what I am giving you is good, what you give 
me in return is detestable. What good is it if heaven and earth outvie 
each other to help us here when hell takes away what we have at 
home?24 So it goes! This is just like the beginnings of the Redemptor- 
ists but they would recuperate on the one hand what they lost with the 
other. No matter, nothing happens save what God permits, let us not 
lose courage . . .  I shall return to that, the time for the post is upon me. 
I have read with pleasure the four lines that our dear Fathers of Nimes 
have written on the back of your letter; I embrace them as well as 
yourself. Some time ago I was told that Marcou is somewhat ailing, I 
recommend that you watch over his health; tell this dear child that I 
am interested in all that concerns him and that if I do not write him, it 
is because I have time to do nothing else than to run from one Cardi­
nal to the other in the interest of the affairs which retain me here . . . 
In vain I hurry, time flies. A thousand regards and much affection to 
my uncle to whom I have written on the 5th. I embrace once more 
Suzanne and our Fathers as well as the whole family. Adieu.

24 An allusion, it seems, to the deacon N. Riccardi who had fled from the commun­
ity at Aix.



225. [To Bro. Nicolas Riccardi at Marseilles].25

Reproaches and counsels Bro. Riccardi who has fled  from  the novi­
tiate. Exhorts him to repent and return to an Oblate community under 
the direction o f Fr. Tempier.

[Rome] February 17, 1826.

Is it derisively, my dear Riccardi, that you still call me Father and 
mock me when you say you will submit yourself entirely to what I 
judge best for your salvation? Had you forgotten what I had judged 
best for your salvation when you wrenched yourself from my bosom 
and did you not know the motives which had resolved me to receive 
you in the Society? You said it when you repeated these words: “I feel 
that I am very little suited to the ministry,” that is to say when you 
would be on your own and deprived of the help that would have been 
given you by the Society which had received you with as much charity 
as you have shown disdain for it. However, I ought to tell you that 
when, upon directing you for some time and coming to know your 
character well, I had to decide on your vocation according to the 
desires that you expressed to me, I put aside my position as superior 
and decided in your interests, considering myself in this circumstance 
as responsible for seeking and assuring your happiness to the extent 
that I could. Perhaps, if I had acted in my twofold capacity, I would 
have kept in mind the risk which the Society incurred through the 
deficiency of your character but, being sure of the good that would 
result for you from entering the Society in which and with the help of 
which you would put to good advantage the talents that the good God 
had given you, while otherwise they would be almost useless, and also 
convinced you would find therein a powerful remedy against your per­
plexities and incertitudes, I do not say your scruples in the wake of the 
stubborn, multiple and voluntary faults that you had the boldness to 
commit, I did not hesitate for I believed you had a conscience, feelings, 
a heart. I did not doubt you would be enamoured right from the start 
with all the delight to be found in a family devoted to God and to the 
Church, making great strides in the ways of perfection, of which some 
of the members were preparing themselves by the practice of the most

25 YENVEUX, VIII, 307. Brother N. L. Riccardi became deacon on September 24, 
1825; he made his vows on July 13, 1826; he was dismissed from the Congregation in 
1829. He was probably with his mother in Marseilles.



excellent virtues to become worthy ministers of the mercy of God to 
the people, while the others, by assiduous work and efforts of zeal that 
would be admirable in the greatest saints, reproduce the marvels oper­
ated by the preaching of the first disciples of the Gospel. It is not my 
fault if your heart shut out the sweet emotions that grace no doubt 
would have aroused therein had you offered yourself to God with more 
generosity and less diffidence, had you not glanced back so much as 
you calculated the advantages that the world could offer you and lis­
tened to the voice of flesh and blood. Men of this stamp have never 
done any good in the Church, I do not see any raised to the honours of 
the altar and I doubt that there are any in heaven. You would tremble 
if I translated for you what the Blessed Alphonse foresaw in regard to 
young men deceived like you by sinister illusions, and unfaithful like 
you to the grace of their vocation. I have under my eyes his terrible 
words and unfortunately also the proof that verifies his prognostics.

I cannot say otherwise or better than this great saint: “Woe to you 
for not having known the voice and the day of the Lord, indeed say I, 
for having scorned his voice upon hearing it.” Your conscience cries 
out in spite of you. You rap out one after the other four lines which 
form a sequence in your letter: “I understand the loss that I suffer by 
leaving the community, I would be in despair if, and I know this only 
too well, I was obliged to leave it for ever, I feel that I am made to live 
in community.” Say rather that you have a need, an extreme need, to 
live in community. That is why you are right in what you understand, 
but you do not understand enough the sorrow you cause by leaving the 
community. But if it is beyond doubt that you need to live in commun­
ity, and if it is true you would have reason to despair were you obliged 
to leave it for ever, it is not less true that the community needs from 
those who form it that they do not give her the distasteful spectacle of 
an acute disorder, of an insulting disdain, of a disedifying irregularity, 
or a scandalous desertion, all of which trouble her tranquility, her 
peace, her happiness, and even compromise her existence. Nothing can 
excuse your conduct, it is execrable in every way. You have let the 
Society down; your defection has not only been a scandal, you have 
hurt her substantially by the bad impression your fault must have made 
on the feeble souls who are not ready for such blows; and in quite 
another manner, you have let God down by trifling with what is sacred 
amongst men since in scorn of your engagements you have taken coun­
sel only with your exhalted imagination. You have obeyed only your 
own caprice or rather let us say, the demon who alone could inspire 
you with a resolve so contrary to your true interests as well as your



sacred duties towards God. Nothing in your position could justify your 
doing what you have done with yourself. Of all the motives that you 
put before me, only one would deserve to be examined by those having 
a right to pronounce themselves; it is that of your mother. There had 
been some question about this, but we did not find her to be in gravely 
exceptional circumstances such as could have blocked you from follow­
ing your vocation. I rectify, in passing, the error you have fallen into, 
that of believing you are in a position in which a professed religious 
can ask and obtain his secularization that is granted but only by way of 
permitting that one help one’s mother by engaging in some lucrative 
ministry.

Because a mother cannot live on her means and is obliged for 
example to obtain a pension to provide for her needs, would it result 
that the son has to sacrifice his vocation and frankly engage in occupa­
tions or ministries which are not only less perfect than the life to which 
he is called, but also leave him open to performing his duties badly and 
failing to achieve or at least achieving his salvation with difficulty? First 
there would surely have been no apostles who could follow Jesus 
Christ and, since Christianity began, how many disciples and later how 
many religious who have sanctified themselves in the practice of the 
evangelical counsels would have been lost for ever with their mothers? 
There lies a palpable truth which I need not elaborate. To sum up, for I 
must finish this letter which I did not intend to be so long when I took 
up my pen, after yielding to a scarcely credible impulse and making up 
your own mind about it, then coming a little to your senses again and 
realizing your fault, overpowered somewhat as you are by the obvious 
truth, you make the admissions I have recalled to you above and add 
still another: “you foresee that in the world you will be out of your 
element” and, besides laying before me motives that you think have 
some weight, you beg me to decide what you should do while promis­
ing to submit yourself entirely to anything I will judge helpful to your 
salvation, remarking withal that only my reply, whatever it may be, can 
get you out of the predicament in which you find yourself. This reply is 
easy and difficult at the same time. Easy, if I ought to decide in your 
interests, for your individual good, considering only your salvation; 
easy if also I could totally abstract from all the ties which bind me to 
you, from the zeal I have exerted in seeking your sanctification ever 
since you took me as the director of your conscience, and if I could 
pronounce only on the facts inasmuch as your salvation is concerned. 
On the one hand, I would not hesitate to decide that you should



promptly do penance for your fault, ask pardon for the scandal that 
you have given and beg on both knees to be received once more into 
the shelter that Providence has provided for your weakness, resolved to 
accept all that can be a means for you to repair the evil you have done. 
On the other hand, I should judge that an individual capable of letting 
himself go so far, culpable of such an enormous fault which perhaps is 
only the consequence of an innumerable crowd of other faults and 
ceaseless infidelities is unworthy to be admitted into a Society he knew 
not how to appreciate and whose peace he would disturb with new 
vagaries. But as I cannot entirely divest myself of the feelings with 
which God inspired me in your regard when I took over your direction, 
and as it is painful for me to rule for an exclusion which would have 
such grim results for you, I will decide nothing from here and will 
refrain from making up my mind until I am on the spot. In the mean­
time, live under the obedience of M. Tempier and follow exactly what­
ever he prescribes for you. For my part, I will pray God for you that, 
through the intercession of all the saints of whom I am reminded here, 
those especially who grasped better than you the words of life con­
tained in the evangelical counsels, followed them with great generosity 
and inculcated them in countless others, you may return to your better 
self, cease to obstruct God’s plans for you and give proofs of your 
repentence and perseverance in doing what is right. May I be able on 
my return to ensure your true happiness without compromising the 
honour and tranquility of the Society to which God has just given, this 
very evening, the greatest proof of protection that we can hope for on 
earth. Your letter forsooth had to dampen my rightful joy with a bitter 
sorrow that you certainly ought to have spared me.

Adieu.

226. [To Fr. Tempier at Marseilles].26

Pope Leo X II has approved the rules. Gratitude and praise to God. 
New obligation o f holiness and zeal. Will have to spend days recopying 
the Rules. Hopes to obtain the brief soon and to leave after Easter. 
Letter to Bro. Riccardi. Defections in all religious Orders.

26 Missions O.M.I., 1872, 247-253; manuscript copy at Rome, Archives of the Pos­
tulation: DM 12, 2 a; RAMBERT, I, 447-449. We quote the text from Missions which is 
more complete, while we add some words in parenthesis which are found in the copy of 
the Postulation.



Te Deum laudamus, te Dominum confitemur. Te per orbem terra- 
rum sancta conjitetur ecclesia. Per singulos dies benedicimus te et lau­
damus nomen tuum in saeculum, et in saeculum secult

My dear friend, my dear brothers, on February 17, 1826, yester­
day evening, the Sovereign Pontiff Leo XII confirmed the decision of 
the congregation of Cardinals and specifically approved the Institute, 
the Rules and Constitutions of the Missionary Oblates of the most holy 
and immaculate Virgin Mary, and accompanied this solemn act of his 
pontifical power, with most admiring words for those who happily 
form this Society from which the head of the Church indeed expects 
the greatest good.

Everyone is stupefied at this. Even those called upon to contribute 
with their votes to the execution of the very emphatic will of the Pope, 
are surprised by the unanimous agreement of views and especially with 
the imperturbable resolution of the Holy Father, whom nothing has 
been able to deter from the first thought with which the Holy Spirit 
inspired him on the first day that I knelt at his feet and presented to 
him the plan of this enterprise which now we can call divine. The Pope 
knew everything and weighed everything in his profound wisdom. We 
have not here the decision, the view, the approbation of a certain few, 
of certain Prelates: we have the decision, the view, the approbation of 
the Head of the Church who has not depended on the judgement of 
others, even that of the congregation of Cardinals to which he 
entrusted the matter for examination, but who has pronounced himself 
on the facts presented, with full and entire cognizance thereof. I need 
not tell you that he was not delayed an instant by the fine protestations 
brought to his attention. They will have left him with no great opinion 
of the one whose sorry idea it was to make them, for they impugned 
his sovereign jurisdiction, as he well remarked, since it would devolve 
therefrom that no Pope could ever have been right in approving in the 
Church religious Orders or regular Congregations which all are 
exempt, as to their interior rule and their members as well, from ordi­
nary jurisdictions.

The brief which is going to be delivered to us will also be, in a 
way, the work of the Holy Father in the sense that he himself decided 
on several things to be inserted in it, and notably the^prior approbation 
of the Bishops which is much to our liking: indeed one whom you well 
know will no doubt be flattered enough to refrain from alluding to the



other signature, extorted to be sure, but which gives him scant honour 
when compared with the pompous approbation written entirely in his 
own hand.

But let us leave these reflections aside so as to stop and consider 
only the infinite goodness of God and the designs of his Providence on 
our behalf. Do you realize that nothing ever has been seen so astonish­
ing as this? Those whose duty it is to deal with such matters are the 
first to make this remark and to be all the more surprised with the 
happy outcome of the steps we took, all of them inspired, directed, 
blessed by God, inasmuch as the policy was no longer to do anything 
of the sort and I, being right here engaged in my quest with the aid of 
the Master of all hearts, have seen several others come to grief and not 
obtain what they sought. The conclusion to be drawn from this, my 
dear friends and good brothers, is: we must work, with renewed ardour 
and still more total devotedness, to bring to God all the glory that 
stems from our efforts and, to the needy souls of our neighbours, salva­
tion in all possible ways; we must attach ourselves heart and soul to 
our Rules and practice [more] exactly what they prescribe to us. To do 
this well, would mean remaking our novitiate so as to meditate at 
leisure on all they contain. They are not a bagatelle, they are no longer 
simple regulations, merely pious directions; they are Rules approved by 
the Church after most minute examination. They have been judged 
holy and eminently suited to lead those who have embraced them to 
their goal. They have become the property of the Church that has 
adopted them. The Pope, by approving them, has become their 
guarantor. He whom God has used to draw them up disappears; it is 
certain today that he was merely the mechanical instrument which the 
Spirit of God put into play in order to show the path he wanted to be 
followed by those whom he had predestined and preordained for the 
work of his mercy, in calling them to form and maintain our poor, 
little and modest Society. Somewhat puny as we are, being weak and 
few in number, we nonetheless have an existence in the Church no less 
than that of the most celebrated bodies, the most holy societies. It is 
thus we are constituted. Just now I can say to you quietly what I will 
say to you out loud when the brief is delivered: know your dignity, take 
care never to dishonour your Mother who has just been enthroned and 
recognized as Queen in the household of the Spouse, whose grace will 
make her fecund enough to engender a great number of children, if we 
are faithful and do not draw upon her a shameful sterility by our pre­
varications. In the name of God, let us be saints.



Speak only to our own about the success of our cause and to my 
uncle, of course, as well as to Cailhol,27 whom I regard always as one 
of the family; let him not be perturbed if he reads these words: it is 
because of the tender affection that I have for him and the sentiments 
that I know he has for all the members of the Society. But I think that 
we must wait for the brief to be sent before we hold forth without 
restraint about the mercies of the Lord for our dear little Society.

The brief will only be expedited after I shall have terminated a 
large work. I have to copy the entire volume of the Rules and Constitu­
tions, because it is this copy which will be endorsed and put back into 
my hands. The original, to which are appended the approbations of the 
Bishops and the signature of the members of the Society, must remain 
in the archives of the Congregation of Bishops and Regulars. I am 
somewhat dismayed by this task; I had first had the thought of doing it 
myself but I fear not to be able to go quickly enough, often being 
obliged to go off on unavoidable errands. Until now these goings to 
and fro have taken all my time, and I tell you, in passing, that it is 
impossible for me to undertake a continuous task like that which you 
propose to me, either for the history of beginnings of the Society or for 
the novitiate. I am going today to get in touch with a copyist in order 
that he will start to work tomorrow, Monday, and that I may be able 
to present the manuscript at the latest next week. If he does not prom­
ise me to finish in a week, I will sacrifice everything and shut myself up 
in order to do this work myself, keeping at it day and night. If I dared 
to unbind the volume, I could take on several copyists. I will consider 
that in a little while and if I can do it without inconvenience, I will 
adopt this choice which will shorten the time of waiting, and avoid the 
inconvenience of the delays which are annoying in all matters, but still 
more in those of a nature like ours. Now I begin to hope to be able to 
leave immediately after Easter, unless the procedure with the brief is 
drawn out at length. I lull myself into thinking the contrary for I find 
that it is indeed a long time since I am separated from you and the 
family; but I feel that it had to be so and the good God has chosen me 
to render this service to the Society; and I ought to offer thanksgiving 
to him for whom we work, for having so well disposed hearts in my 
favour, that each of those with whom I had to deal advanced to meet 
me half-way, were favourable to begin with and found good in all I 
proposed, as if the Lord revealed to them the sentiments of my soul

27 Cailhol, canon, secretary at the chancellery.



and let them perceive from within that my sole ambition is to please 
God and procure his glory by serving the Church and saving souls. I 
must add, that from the facts I presented and all that the weight of the 
truth obliged me to say, they conceived, the Pope especially, a very 
favourable idea of the whole Society, which ought to stimulate us to 
deserve more and more, by our devotedness to all good, a protection so 
high and so honourable. Amen.

I have written a long letter to [Riccardi]; I am sending it to you 
because I want you to have it copied before giving it to him. I think it 
as well that one should know in future what I think of these harlequins, 
who have as much of the motley in their soul as these fine citizens of 
Bergamo have in their costumes. Do not be surprised at so many defec­
tions. There were countless such in the time of the blessed Alphonse in 
his Congregation and after his death, it had gone so far that quite a 
number of candidates entered the Society to be ordained without 
a patrimony and said farewell to the company as soon as they were 
priests. They were obliged to take the precaution of having them sign a 
document whereby they were obliged, if they left the Society before ten 
years, to defray the expenses they had incurred. Amongst the Lazarists, 
one fine day, eight students, that is to say, amongst those who had 
made their vows and completed their courses of philosophy and theol­
ogy, decided amongst themselves to go and become Dominicans. The 
event perhaps had less of an effect on them, because they were more 
numerous, but this misfortune nonetheless happened to them as to us. 
Who could count the secularisations and even the apostasies in the 
religious Orders? Poor human race, how few the men you number!

Adieu, very dear friend, I wanted to sign today in style but I have 
only enough space to embrace you as well as the whole family.

227. [To Fr. Tempier at Marseilles].28

The Founder has copied the volume o f the Rules in three days. He 
must now wait for the brief. Letters o f Fr. Tempier. News o f  Fathers 
Marcou and Dupuy. Advice to Fathers Suzanne and Guibert.

L.J.C.

28 Missions 1872, 253-259; YENVEUX, I, 33, 2*; II, 71; III, 220.



Although all my limbs are numb, my dear Tempier, with the penal 
labour that I have just undergone, I thought I would write you at least 
half of a sheet, when I returned from seeing the Archbishop of Ancyra; 
but the brief time remaining to take advantage of the post had to be 
employed in making a duplicate of the long petition to be attached to 
the brief or, at least, to be given to the Prelate entrusted with the com­
position of the said document. But what is that compared to copying 
with my own hand the two hundred pages in-folio (whereof the original 
which I brought to Rome has to remain in the secretariate of the Con­
gregation of Bishops and Regulars)?29 I had told you in my last letter 
that I was going to engage one or more copyists to despatch this work 
quickly, fearful as I was of being caught by the holidays of Holy Week 
and Easter, and thus being able to leave only at Pentecost. I did not 
lose a moment of time for you might as well know that, since being in 
this country, I have been deploying an incredible amount of effort in 
expediting what I have to do; also, either somewhat because of that or 
even much more because the good God helps me at every step, I have 
left behind me plenty of people who had begun six months before me. I 
would have thought it easy to find these copyists, I was wrong; after 
having lost three days looking for people who wrote very badly, and 
who would only promise to finish within three weeks (it being quite 
understood into the bargain that I would pay them well, that is to say 
five or six louis for their kind offices) I took the big decision to under­
take the task myself. I calculated that it would take about fifty hours of 
writing; I barged through this job in three days and part of the nights; I 
must admit it was an enormous task; I can also say that I was in it 
from head to toe; with head, chest, arms, hands, legs, feet and an 
unmentionable part of me being cruelly tried. But there remains not a 
trace of this temporary suffering which I was well inspired to offer to 
the good God, in expiation of my sins and for the good of our Society.

You can tell our dear Jeancard that never have I felt so fond of 
him, under the circumstances. Copying what he had written was a real 
comfort for me: he seemed really present, keeping me company. If he 
had really been with me, he would have shortened the work a third by 
dictating it to me but such help was lacking. You would scarcely

29 The original has never been rediscovered in Rome. There is in the archives of the 
Postulation (DM XI 6) the authentic copy made by the Founder.



believe how sorry the obligation to leave this manuscript makes me but 
it is the one they want, apparently because of the original approbations 
of the Bishops and the corrections made in the text. In place of this 
pretty volume, written so neatly and so pleasing to look at, I will only 
bring back quite a vile manuscript very badly done: 1° because I write 
less well than Jeancard; 2° because I was obliged to write quite fast, 
being absolutely determined to finish in three days; 3° because the 
paper is coarse and bad; 4° because, finally, the ink did not run any 
better than that which I am using at present, my pens were detestable 
and my pen knife was able only to spoil them further when I tried to 
retouch them. In any event, as long as it is readable, that is all that 
matters.

It is impossible to be nicer than this excellent Archbishop of 
Ancyra, He receives me with a friendliness and goodness that are 
charming. I have told you how we worked together, as amicably as can 
be imagined, in two long sessions lasting a whole evening, at the minor 
changes that it had been decided to make in agreement with me. When 
I returned to him after having copied my in-folio, he was quite amused 
and vowed he would not have had the courage to undertake it himself; 
indeed such is not what I would ask him to do; this was Saturday. 
Yesterday, Sunday, I returned to his dwelling. His letter for Mgr. 
Capaccini30 was already written. He read it to me. I feel favoured by 
the expressions that he kindly used in my regard. This letter was writ­
ten to inform Mgr. Capaccini that His Holiness wishes him to come to 
see the Archbishop of Ancyra and arrange with him the composition of 
the brief, etc. I was the bearer of this letter but did not find the Prelate 
in; however, I returned without fail this morning to see Arch. Mar- 
chetti and find out if Mgr. Capaccini, whom I again did not find in this 
morning, had replied to him. He had replied that he would be at his 
disposition this evening. And so it was this evening that this little con­
ference took place. Tomorrow, Mgr. Capaccini will have his audience 
with the Pope (here each branch of administration has had its day for 
centuries) when it seems he will receive his orders from the Pope and, if 
he is expeditious, our brief will be delivered before Easter. If that 
happens, I will break camp and take a carriage out on the third day of 
Easter; on the other hand, if composing the brief takes more time, I

30 Letter of Arch. Giovanni Marchetti, secretary of the Congregation of Bishops 
and Regulars to Mgr. Francesco Capaccini, substitute of Briefs, February 25, 1826, cf.: 
Missions O.M.I., N° 280 (1952), p. 156.



cannot count on being free until after the Easter holidays. You see we 
have not lost a minute; ever since we set forth, we have kept going 
forward. We keep up this pace thanks to the punctuality of our good 
Arch. Marchetti. I have never been put off by him; we are informal, I 
am in and out two or three times a day, I stay some time or a little as 
the occasion demands; it is always quite all right. I did well to hurry 
with my copying for he needed the original this evening. We have 
agreed, at the secretariate of the Congregation, that Thursday morning 
I will see the Secretary designated together to collate the copy of the 
manuscript. It is fortunate that I have been able to copy it myself, I 
think the Archbishop remarked on this to the Pope, for this is the 
secretariate’s prerogative and, as they only do such work in their spare 
time, I would have had six weeks to wait at least. Yet I do not hope to 
have nothing to pay; the essential thing is to finish.

This morning, as I returned from San Andrea della Valle where 
the chancellery of the Congregation is, your two letters were handed to 
me. I wish I could have fine fare like this every day. I have already read 
them twice; but before replying to them, I must read once more that of 
the 6th, which immediately preceded them.

You did very well to make known to my uncle the intrigues of his 
provincial colleague. But you must rein in the ardour of his indigna­
tion; I do not know if I told you in his second letter he said he had 
given his approbation, urged by solicitations and by the fear that the 
Missionaries might leave his diocese. That is an indirect compliment 
which made me laugh. My subsequent letters, which apprised you of 
the success that the good God has kindly wished to grant us, in spite 
of all the hindrances that could have upset everything, if the Lord had 
not acted miraculously to dispose minds and hearts in our favour, will 
have distracted you from sending me the complete volume of the deci­
sions adopted by the Prelate; I fear that they may cost me ten francs or 
so for postage; this work certainly is not worth that; besides, I cannot 
make any use of them. I

I come now to your letters of today. Fine indeed, I am grateful to 
you for the double portion you have given me; this is as you put it so 
well, a compensation for the blows that you see fit to give me from 
time to time; yet it was not worth the trouble to have the difference of 
the new format. I have measured them and at the most there are three 
little lines more which in truth, for a man who was bankrupted a 
month ago, was in no way too much. However, all that comes to me



from yourself is precious to me. I thank the kind widow Brebion for 
giving you paper as a favour and am glad not to have anything more to 
do with that greedy Mossy who has always displeased me with his 
ingratitude and his conceit.

I am delighted with your little trip to Avignon with my uncle, that 
will have done you good and him also. I embrace you with all my 
heart.

I was always afraid that our fine sons might commit imprudences 
and tire themselves too much; I see this has happened and here we 
have three of them ill. I need not tell you anything as to the care you 
must take of them. The poor Marchetto31 is delicate and puts great 
ardour into all he does; put him in the hands of Trussy. Write on my 
behalf to Dupuy that I have the greatest concern for his health and that 
I beg him to have a good rest and do all he must to get better. As for 
Suzanne you say nothing in either of your two letters; but watch over 
him, I entreat you; let him protest as much as he likes that he is well, I 
absolutely insist that he rest. If between one mission and another, he 
comes to Marseilles to be massacred, that is not in order. He does not 
know how to preach with moderation, he always preaches like a mis­
sionary which is absurd in the body of our church. I have always said 
that it is not sermons that are required. What are necessary are what 
the Philippines do here and everywhere, that is, instructions in the tone 
of conversation, that one could keep up, so to speak, all day without 
tiring oneself; but they should never go beyond three quarters of an 
hour. I do not know why we have so much trouble keeping to what is 
reasonable. God forbid you could have consented to send Courtes to 
Digne! Apart from the harm that would have been for him, you had 
the presence of mind to see that Guibert ought to enter into his func­
tions from scratch. It must be a time of renewal and of reform. That is 
so true that I do not hesitate to say that, however advantageous it was 
to begin as soon as possible, it is better to await my return and not to 
begin the work until they have heard all that I will have to say. Do not 
go ahead with this reform but tell Guibert in advance so that he may 
prepare himself by reading some good books, such as Fr. Judde, etc.

The house of Marseilles is quite small for a novitiate; however I 
am much inclined to put it there for my own sake; but how can they be 
cooped up in the little place above the chapel? They will have private



exercises and there is no common room. Use that of St. John Baptist; 
you must prepare it for the novices who are to come to it in silence by 
the corridor on the first floor, after descending by the main staircase. 
This route will not be convenient. Ah! I never thought that the old 
chapel would be suitable for them at all.

The first house that we will set up will be under the invocation of 
the Immaculate Conception.

You have said nothing about Nimes or about our Jesuit apprent­
ice.32 An oath is child’s play for adepts of his ilk. Ah! I do not hesitate 
to say like St. Vincent de Paul: “He who will not sanctify himself in the 
Congregation will not sanctify himself any better in other Orders.” 
Well do you see how wary one must be of taking such men into our 
confidence.

228. [To Fr. Tempier at Marseilles].33

The preparation o f the brief with Mgr. Capaccini. A long session spent 
in collating the second manuscript o f the Rules. Dates o f the letters 
written from Rome. Hopes to leave Rome during Easter week. The 
house o f  Calvary could receive retreatants.

L.J.C.
Rome, March 5, 1826.

I was expecting today, dear friend, a letter from one or other of 
the family. After the great news I gave you in my last two letters, what 
remains for me to tell you will seem of little moment; there is however 
some continuation and winding-up but not yet, at least not today, the 
end of this great undertaking of which God has been pleased to direct, 
I can say in all truth, every detail. I would wish not to repeat myself 
but I keep going back and forth so often to see the same persons and 
deal with the same matters, so it is not surprising if I cannot recall 
precisely at what point I stopped in the minute account I am giving 
you.

I think however that I told you that I was bearer of a letter of 
Arch. Marchetti of Ancyra, secretary of the Congregation of Bishops

32 He refers perhaps to Riccardi who had fled during his novitiate.
33 Missions 1872, 259-265.



and Regulars, to Mgr. Capaccini, under secretary of briefs, who in the 
absence of Cardinal Albani, secretary, works directly with the Pope, 
seeking an appointment with him regarding our business, in pursuance 
of the orders given by the Holy Father. This appointment took place 
on the evening of the next day. Mgr. Capaccini received the instruc­
tions from Arch. Marchetti, and requested me to come and arrange 
with him the brief ordered by the Pope. I did not fail to go to him the 
next day; I knew that he had had his audience the evening before and I 
was confident that he had spoken of our matter with His Holiness. 
This indeed he apprised me of while welcoming me in the most polite 
manner; he told me that the Holy Father had spoken very obligingly of 
me and had given him orders to expedite my affair. Mgr. Capaccini 
kindly went so far as to propose to send to my domicile the person 
entrusted with drawing up the minutes of the briefs so that he might 
concur with me as to what details 1 would like to have inserted and in 
what way. I refused this obliging offer as I wished absolutely to go 
myself and see this gentleman whose address he gave me. I did not lose 
a minute of my time and, on leaving the palace of the Consulta where 
Mgr. Capaccini is lodged, went immediately to M. Barluzzi with whom 
I conversed as much as was necessary to make him conversant with our 
affair. They had in any event given him the copy of my petition which 
comprises four pages in-folio and from which he can draw up the 
necessary documents.

I was obliged to make three copies of this petition; but that is 
nothing, even when counting the first three copies that I had made in 
French, in comparison with the two hundred pages in-folio of our dear 
Jeancard, which I had to copy in three days, without having anyone to 
dictate them to me. This is still nothing in comparison with the task 
which remained for me to do and which I never would have believed 
would be so burdensome.

In between errands of which I have spoken to you above, I had 
not forgotten to go to the secretariate with my two volumes under my 
arms, hidden under my woolen cloak which served admirably to ply 
my job as carrier; I would have wished them to hurry up with the 
collating of my copy, then attach the seal and be done with at least that 
part of it. But, to put it mildly, we do not always find those we seek in 
this country. Tired of it all, I begged one of these gentlemen, these 
under secretaries, in the absence of the Archpriest Adinolfi, to help me 
undertake the job myself; but, as can be imagined, the sight of the two 
volumes left them without courage to get down to work. Besides I saw



that they were indeed busy. I insisted however with all the grace I could 
muster, and even put my foot down a little and more than a little. I 
generously offered to share the burden for besides, that would be the 
only way not to let this work drag on for fifteen days. I do not know if 
it was to oblige or rid themselves of me that they pointed to one of the 
secretaries who had his nose down as he wrote; he was the one, they 
said, who was given this kind of thing. I approach him politely, he 
shows me his desk laden with papers; I sympathize with him over his 
excessive work and propose to him forthwith that I come to his house 
in the evening. This does not suit him, he prefers to give me a rendez­
vous for his day off, that is to say Thursday34 at nine in the morning.

Nine o’clock prompt, I am at his door; my gibbet was ready by 
then and before executing me, the holy man had already taken the 
precaution of saying his Vespers. You can understand what I twigged 
from that. I had fallen on the most scrupulous priest in Christendom; 
to that I owed being expedited in one day but the delicacy of his con­
science resulted in my paying usque ad ultimum quadrantem. He had 
been told to collate the manuscript, he did not spare me a single iota. 
He took my copy while I read the original aloud; in vain I hastened, he 
dogged along after me with eyes and nose, for he did not really see 
beyond his nose, physically as well as morally. He interrupted my 
agony for a moment while he took his coffee; he forcefully wanted me 
to drink a cup with him but I held out so that I would not cost him 
more than a glass of water which had become indispensable to me; I 
drank it drop by drop during my long session which lasted more than 
four hours and during which my throat lost its elasticity twenty times, 
which a mouthful of water restored immediately it was taken. At last, 
at half past one, I got through and pronounced the last word of my 
manuscript which might fain have been the last of my life. Anyway I 
was through at the cost of having my throat inflamed for the rest of the 
day. By evening, I could swallow again and things returned to normal. 
The priest, good man, wanted me to carry away my volumes. It had 
been enough trouble to collate them with such scrupulousness; could I 
not now have added to them all the heresies of the time? I wished then 
that he take it upon himself to carry them as they were to the Chan­
cellery where I went to get news of them the following day. This time, I 
found the Archpriest who handed over my copy so that I could insert 
before my preface the duplicate of my petition. I rendered a good

34 March 2nd.



account of his collaborator, assuring him that they could depend on 
him, and returned to my dwelling to get down to work. The volume is 
now in the hands of the binder. On Monday,351 will take it once more 
to the Secretariat where perhaps it can now be finished off. I have 
dwelled on these details to amuse you for a while at my expense and to 
give you at the same time an idea of how agreeable my occupations 
are.

What I now want to say after this concerns an idea I have in my 
head which rather disturbs me. I fear that you may not have received 
all my letters. Twice, when in a hurry at posting time, I have sent them 
to the post with a French ecclesiastic who sometimes came in to see me 
and was with me at time of the post. This young man has just 
unfrocked himself and had this not been perceived in time, he would 
have gone off with some thirty francs that he owed. Would this joker 
have pocketed the three miserable baiocco36 that I gave him each time 
to post my letters? To a day more or less, here are the dates of those I 
have written to you since I have been at Rome: November 27; 
December 4, 11, 21, 25; January 1, 3, 5, 12, 17, 22, 29; February 12, 16, 
19, 28; and today, March 5. I wrote to Courtes on December 8 and he 
has received that letter; and on February 2 ,1 have had no news to that 
effect. I quite believe that it is two of those during the month of Janu­
ary that this joker undertook to post. I have often asked you to 
acknowledge exactly the receipt of my letters, you often forget this 
request.

According to all appearances, I will leave here in Easter week; I 
will indicate to you more precisely when I get hold of the brief — they 
are still composing it — which will not be done until Monday; it will 
then have to be examined, and after that, copied, and I fear that this 
last ceremony may be somewhat long. It will then remain only to 
obtain my audience of farewell. One cannot always be as fortunate as I 
was the first time. A certain prelate presented himself four times with­
out being able to go in. Whatever desire I have to go and venerate the 
body of the Blessed Alphonse, I think I will have to renounce the idea; 
that would delay me still another eight to ten days; and since I cannot 
dispense myself from going through Loretto and Milan, and as I ought

35 March 6th.
36 The Founder employs the word imposter from the Italian impostare which means 

“to put into the mail.” The baiocco was a small Italian copper coin in the currency of the 
Roman States. It was worth about five French centimes.



to stay some days at Turin and, as time permits, go by way of Annecy, 
I will still have to spend several weeks on this journey.

To come back to my fears; you did not write to me from January 
8 to 23. In this interval you ought to have received my letters of the 1st, 
3rd, 5th and 12th of January. However in your letter of the 23rd you 
content yourself with saying: “Reading your letter makes me feel, etc.” 
Why do you say “your letter” if you are replying to four, and if at this 
time you had not received my letters, it is a proof that my rascal has 
thrown them into the fire and has pocketed my six baiocca. I will not 
be reassured until you send word that all my letters have reached you. 
This anxiety suffices as a lesson. But how can one be mistrustful even 
of an ecclesiastic wearing a soutane? One could be cheated every day. 
Your letters usually reach me by the tenth day when you do not miss 
the post. I reread once more your letter of the 23rd; you do say you 
have received three of my letters that are quite ample; after those, of 
which you do not mention the date, you speak to me only of that of 
the 29th of January. Rid me of my worry if you have received every­
thing, although the damage would be beyond repair if this ecclesiastic 
has abused my confidence.

The prices of everything here are sky high so I am convinced that 
they will fleece us for the painting that you want me to order; I am 
making some inquiries about it but I am not sure I would put this 
painting in the inner chapel. It seems to me that, since there is an altar 
dedicated to the Blessed one in the church, it would be better to conse­
crate the chapel to the most holy Virgin. I also will be sorry to 
renounce the hope of being able to give retreats in the house; they do 
so much good. I know that in France their benefits are unknown and 
confessors do not trouble themselves to recommend them; but even if 
we would only bring together half a dozen persons, perhaps the liking 
for them will catch on and God knows with what profit for souls! But, 
if we are going to have novices in the house, what room will remain to 
lodge the retreatants? If we were sure this work would succeed, we 
would have to be able to buy the neighbouring houses. These thoughts 
come to my mind as I go about the streets of Rome pursuing our 
affairs.

Adieu, I embrace you all. A letter from one or other of you would 
have given me great pleasure today.



229. [To Fr. Tempier at Marseilles].37

The brief has been composed. Gratitude for the personal interest taken 
by the Pope in the approbation o f  the Rules. The Oblates o f Mary 
Immaculate are henceforth a body in the Church, like the Lazarists, 
etc. A new reason to be faithful. Hymn books. Life o f the Blessed 
Alphonse by Jeancard. The clergy o f Marseilles.

L.J.C.
Rome, March 9, 1826.

My letter will leave without my being able to say anything more to 
you about our affair; now it remains a question of composition and 
formalities which necessarily are dragged out; I nonetheless pursue all 
details diligently; yet again this morning I went on several trips for this 
purpose. The composition of the brief is finished: they came to com­
municate its contents to me — I have the impression that this has not 
been the practice heretofore. Mgr. Capaccini will presumably take it 
tomorrow to Arch. Marchetti and if they they agree about its contents, 
they will have it transcribed and I will pay for it; for briefs of whatever 
sort have to be paid for. On the other hand, they will undertake to 
draw up the decree of the Congregation of Bishops and Regulars at the 
secretariate of this Congregation. This business will not be ready before 
Saturday. Cardinal Pedicini was only too right; if the good God had 
not intervened we would have had enough to take up more than a year. 
What amuses me is the surprise of the Archpriest Adinolfi who is, as I 
have told you, the key worker of the secretariate. He cannot believe the 
way this matter has gone since the beginning. Non si e visto mai: never 
have we seen the Pope, he said, take it upon himself in an affair of this 
kind to smooth out everything, cut through difficulties, prescribe in 
detail, stipulate even the wording of the brief.

These Gentlemen of ours, do they at least know this? If they knew 
what all this means, they would jump for joy or be overcome with 
admiration. People here wait sometimes six months for a yes or a no, 
scrutinize a sign, try to divine the meaning of some thought of the 
Sovereign Pontiff who has done everything for us. What right did we 
have to this? Who is it who gave me, in a single audience, the where­

37 Missions 1872, 265-269; YENVEUX, I, 176; II, 88; III, 74, 148-149, 220;
IV, 1-2, 15, VIII, 259.



withal to inspire in him an interest so strong, so real, so constant? How 
is it not possible to see the supernatural in this? From now on how can 
we not be overwhelmed with gratitude towards God and, looking 
seriously at ourselves, not attach ourselves still more to the Society 
which has just obtained such convincing proofs of the protection of the 
Lord, to whom we now belong in quite another manner since, in the 
hierarchical order, it is by her that we are attached to the supreme 
Head of the Church who is the sovereign moderator thereof. Now is 
the time to adopt this esprit de corps which incites us not to be sur­
passed by any other community in regularity, etc. . . .

The Oblates of the Holy and Immaculate Virgin Mary are a body, 
a Society, otherwise called a Congregation in the Church, as I have 
told you already, just like the Lazarists, the Passionists, the Liguorists, 
etc. The members who compose these Congregations honour their 
mothers by the affection they bear them. Could unnatural sons be 
found amongst us? Let any such beware. They have no more excuses, 
or rather pretexts, to delude themselves with thoughts of infideliety. 
They will render an account now to God and to the Church. The 
Jesuit, the Franciscan, the Chartreux has not a greater obligation to 
observe his Rules than we; these as much as they are under the same 
sanction. We were no doubt bound so to this observance when we were 
only tolerated; and now that we are approved and that the least details 
of our Constitutions are avowed and guaranteed by the Church, woe to 
him who will scorn them! Until my return and more ample explana­
tions are given, I forbid, under any pretext whatever, any communica­
tion, whether by letter or conversation or by any intermediary of any 
kind, with persons belonging to other Societies, with the intentions of 
joining such Societies, [this being] in order to obviate any scandal 
resulting from such overtures. I bid you notify those who are to be 
reproached in this matter that henceforth it is prescribed in our 
Society, in virtue of holy obedience, to inform the Superior General 
when anyone has the intention of leaving the Society, in order that one 
may take, on receiving such advice, the steps judged necessary should 
the case occur. But let these persons know that we can say to them 
with as much reason as Saint Vincent de Paul that it is much to be 
feared that they may not sanctify themselves elsewhere, if they do not 
know how to sanctify themselves with us, and that the Blessed Al­
phonse always trembled for the salvation of these deserters, for the rea­
son that it was greatly to be presumed that these second vocations did 
not come from God but from the inconstancy of man, because the 
spirit of God does not change course, like the will of man . . . .



If all the members of the Society were what they ought to be, 
would we be in such a predicament in regard to composing the person­
nel of our houses? Is it not a pity that we have to defer to caprices or 
aversions? Has such a scandal ever been seen? Why can Fr. Touche not 
live under the obedience of Fr. Honorat? Whence this repugnance 
which troubles the order of a nascent Society in which there should be 
only one heart and one soul? The fact is we are steeped in pride while 
still wishing to appear humble . . . .

You have given me an agreeable surprise by letting me know that 
the mission of Aubagne has already begun. As soon as Fr. Mye gets 
over his annoyance at Fr. Suzanne being in charge, I think it is better 
that way, but they need more confessors than you have given them.

. . . Advise him, while at the same time being careful of secrecy, to 
consult often and thoroughly in the beginning . . . .

We will have to have our hymn book approved by the Bishop of 
Marseilles and that of Nimes, and use the former approbation of the 
Archbishop. You would do well also to have it approved by the Bishop 
of Frejus. If you decide on that, you must say to him that I have 
directed you to present for his approbation this book that is already in 
use throughout his diocese. I think that it will suffice to print 2000 
copies. I hope that you have not made changes likely to confuse those 
who have the former editions. I would have wished them to include the 
special psalms for the Vespers of martyrs, confessors and the holy Vir­
gin for the convenience of those who only have this book.38

I have missed the post by returning too late, after having made a 
fruitless trip to see Mgr. Capaccini; he has not yet taken the text of the 
brief to Arch. Marchetti, who is waiting for it impatiently. He sent 
word that he would go tomorrow, as today he has a meeting in his 
department. So I contented myself with going to see M. Jules Barluzzi 
who will see Mgr. Capaccini this evening to recommend that he do not 
postpone this interview any further. My whole fear is that they may not 
completely finish this affair before Holy Week; then I would be stuck 
for a long time. To avoid this nuisance, our brief must be presented for 
the Pope’s signature next Tuesday; the remainder of the week will then

38 This paragraph is cited without a date in YENVEUX, I, 176. It seems to be part 
of this letter, partly recorded in Missions, but which deals with the missions. Letters took 
about 10 days to reach Marseilles. Bishop Fortune approved the reprinting of the hymn 
book on March 20th, cf.: Missions O.M.I., N° 280 (1952), p. 36.



suffice to make the copy on parchment, etc., being helped as I will be 
by the offices. If by misfortune, through Mgr. Capaccini’s fault, we 
miss the audience of Tuesday,39 he will only be able to see the Pope 
on the following Tuesday which will be Tuesday of Holy Week; the 
following day will start the holidays; goodbye then until Monday of 
Quasimodo. I will do all I can to avoid this great inconvenience.

I took the pleasure of informing you a little in advance that on 
Monday will take place the consistory in which the Archbishop of 
Reims40 will be made a cardinal, and because of this delay my letter 
will not leave until the evening. In the meantime, I can tell you to hurry 
to write all you need me to know while at Rome for, as soon as I have 
my hands on the brief, I will notify you of my departure; however I 
cannot say I have absolutely renounced making the pilgrimage to 
Nocera de’ Pagani. This journey, if it takes place, will delay me some 
twelve days; so, write me until being told by me to address your letters 
poste restante at Turin. It is very unlikely that I will return through 
that city.

I am very pleased that Jeancard is working on the life of the 
Blessed [Alphonse]. I have found here a life of this Saint in three 
volumes in-quarto which is also the detailed history of his Congrega­
tion; full of most interesting facts, it will redouble interest and devotion 
in his regard. However, I have not been able to obtain this work 
although I have written to the General Director at Naples. The Pope 
had to waive on my behalf the excommunication decreed against 
anyone removing a book from a religious library so that I could read it 
conveniently in my lodging. Yesterday I forgot myself in it until two 
o’clock in the morning. This biography contains letters of the Saint on 
perseverance in one’s vocation which are marvellously appropriate for 
us. He comes down hard on those who break faith. The work is badly 
written, too profuse, etc. But had I been able to obtain it sooner, I 
would have extracted details which Jeancard could have used to good 
advantage after retouching them. I will not desist from sending him a 
poor translation of the kind of life he led as a bishop; but it would be 
indispensable also to be able to send on to him the reports of his pas­
toral visits. Good grief! What a man! Suspension, excommunication, 
imprisonments, and what else besides?

39 Tuesday, March 14, or Tuesday, March 21.
40 Archbishop de Latil of Reims.



. . .  A Vicar General41 putting his name to a protest against a 
decision of his Bishop! This is a monstrosity which would be unbeliev­
able if one did not know the person. This protest seemed so strange a 
thing here that they did not hesitate to say that all those who had 
signed it deserved to lose their positions. My Lord has behaved truly as 
a Bishop. But it must be made known once and for all to these gentle­
men that the Bishop, while always ready to listen to individual observa­
tions that anyone will deem appropriate to make to him, will never 
accept collective petitions that he regards as contrary to the rules of 
discipline. Good grief! What a clergy we have at Marseilles. They have 
great difficulty in renouncing the democratic style and the republican 
system which they adopted when anarchy flourished. God forbid that 
one weaken before them. Watch at least over the seminary and let 
different attitudes be inspired in the students. For the rest, let my dear 
uncle not be surprised by these contradictions. Any bishop who does 
his duty will always meet them. I have learnt recently that the excellent 
Archbishop of Genoa,42 a man of eminent merit, experiences in his 
diocese all sorts of annoyances with his clergy because he wishes to put 
some order into many things his predecessors allowed to prevail. If 
these parish priests make so much fuss over confessional grills, what 
would they have said of the reforms of St. Charles, what will they say 
about those we will have to make at Marseilles notwithstanding?

Must a bishop damn himself rather than trouble them about hold­
ing on to abuses that he is obliged in conscience to reform? One simply 
cannot show them too much displeasure over this brandishing of 
shields on their part! Oh! how necessary it is to have a Visitation! One 
is taking place at Rome just now and the bishops who are making it, in 
the name of the Pope, are certainly keeping close watch, nothing 
escapes them. I see that in lieu of rest from the fatigues of my long 
journey, instead of tasting the sweetness of repose a while amongst my 
friends, I will have to take up arms immediately to defend us from the 
encroachments of presbyterianism. It has been shown that any conces­
sion for the sake of appeasement is ruinous and will result in nothing 
less than the destruction of prinicples, and that these people do not

41 On February 13, Ricaud and Bonnefoy, Vicar generals, presented to Bishop 
Fortune de Mazenod the letter written on January 14 and signed by 12 parish priests and 
rectors of Marseilles against the obligation of confessional grills.

42 Louis Lambruschini, Archbishop of Genoa.



have either the generosity or enough sense to appreciate acts of kind­
ness, or to take into account the overtures that have been made only 
too often.

Adieu, I embrace you and all our members with all my heart.
Charles Joseph Eugene, Oblate of Mary.

230. [To Fr. Tempier at Marseilles].43

The slowness o f Mgr. Capaccini. Lenten fast. The text o f the brief has 
been handed over to the Secretary o f the Sacred Congregation o f  
Bishops and Regulars. Public consistory. We must reorganize the 
novitiate.

L.J.C.
Rome, March 16, 1826.

In lieu of the brief of which the text lies soporifically on the desk 
of Mgr. Capaccini, whom I cannot budge either verbally or by writing, 
I am going, my dear friend, to transcribe for you, if only so you can 
refresh yourself for a while, the approbation of the Congregation, and 
more importantly that of our Holy Father the Pope, placed one after 
the other at the end of the manuscript which I have had to make in 
place of that of Jeancard, which remains in the archives of the Chan­
cellery. At least I have this document in my hands, which only cost me 
30 francs; but watch out for the brief!

“Sacra Congregatio particularis habita de mandato Sanctissimi 
Domini Nostri Leonis PP. XII trium Emorum et Rmorum S. R. E. 
Cardinalium Pacca Praefecti, Pallotta et Pedicini Ponentis, negotiis et 
consultationibus Eporum et Regularium praepositorum, visis videndis 
ac consideratis considerandis, censuit rescribendum, quoad Constituti­
o n s  et Regulas Societatis Missionariorum sub titulo Sanctissimae Vir- 
ginis Mariae Immaculatae emendatas juxta praeinsertum tenorem, 
prout rescripsit: supplicandum Sanctissimo pro expeditione Littera- 
rum Apostolicarum in forma brevis. ”

43 Missions 1872, 269-276.






















































































































































































































































































































































































